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BOSTONIAN    SOCIETY. 


TWENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL   MEETING. 


The  Twenty-first  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bostonian  Society 
was  held  in  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  Old  State  House, 
Boston,  on  Tuesday,  January  14,  1902,  at  3  P.  M.,  in  accord- 
ance with  a  notice  mailed  to  every  member. 

President  Curtis  Guild  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  records 
of  the  last  annual  and  monthly  meetings  were  read  by  the 
Clerk,  and  approved. 

The  President,  Mr,  Curtis  Guild,  Senior,  delivered  his  an- 
nual address  as  follows  :  — 

PRESIDENT   GUILD'S    ADDRESS. 
Fellow  Members  of  the  Bostonian  Society :       *> 

The  history  of  Old  Boston  is  so  interesting  that  we,  who, 
to  any  extent,  endeavor  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the  Bos- 
tonian Society  — "  to  promote  its  study  and  preserve  its 
antiquities  " —  find  ourselves  amply  rewarded  in  the  curious 
facts  of  its  earlier  days.  We  may  go  back  to  the  time  of 
William  Blackstone  and  his  little  house  located  at  what  is 
now  the  corner  of  Charles  and  Beacon  Streets,  and  trace 
from  year  to  year  the  growth  of  the  quaint  old  town  till  it 
reaches  the  magnitude  of  a  metropolis,  noting  from  decade 
to  decade  the  names  of  those  who  by  their  enterprise  have 
contributed  to  build  up  and  increase  its  prosperity.  Great 
have  been  the  changes  and  great  the  advances  since  the 
seventeenth  century. 


OLD    INNS    OF    BOSTON. 

The  old  inns  or  taverns  of  Boston  gave  perhaps  an  insight 
to  some  of  the  customs  of  the  day  in  which  they  flourished. 
Cole's  Inn  was,  I  think,  the  oldest  tavern  ;  it  was  a  famous 
hostelry  as  early  as  1636,  when  it  is  chronicled  that  Governor 
Vane  received  Miantonomoh,  the  Indian  chief,  there.  This 
hotel  was  located  midway  between  Faneuil  Hall  and  State 
Street. 

The  old  Ship  Tavern  was  another,  and  stood  on  the  corner 
of  North  and  Clark  Streets.  Thonias  Hutchinson,  the  father 
of  Governor  Hutchinson,  was  the  landlord.  The  Red  Lion 
Inn  was  an  excellent  hotel  at  the  North  End  about  1640. 
The  history  of  the  Green  Dragon  Tavern,  on  Green  Dragon 
Lane,  and  which  was  occupied  from  1695  to  1743  as  a  hos- 
telry, has  often  been  told.  Here  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  the  Lodge  of  St.  Andrew  held  their  meetings  in 
1756.  Early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  abbut  171 5,  it  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  inns  of  the  time. 

Then  there  was  the  Blue  Anchor,  which  in  1664  was  kept 
by  one  Robert  Turner.  The  General  Court  used  to  dine 
there,  and  it  is  chronicled  in  a  sketch  of  the  tavern  that  at 
an  election  dinner,  at  which  two  hundred  and  four  guests  sat 
down,  there  were  consumed  72  bottles  of  Madeira  wine,  17 
of  port,  10  of  claret,  18  of  porter,  50  large  bowls  of  punch, 
besides  36  of  other  mixtures.  Whether  all  the  guests  were 
able  to  reach  their  homes  unaided  is  not  chronicled. 

Over  a  century  and  a  half  ago  the  "Bunch  of  Grapes" 
Tavern,  on  King,  now  State  Street,  and  the  corner  of  what 
is  now  Kilby  Street,  was  a  favorite  inn.  Here,  in  1733,  was 
established  the  first  warranted  Lodge  of  Masons  in  North 
America,  and  one  of  the  bunches  which  indicated  its  name 
is  still  preserved  in  the  new  and  beautiful  Temple  on  the 
corner  of  Boylston  and  Tremont  Streets.  Probably  no 
Boston  tavern  was  better  known  or  more  popular  with  all 
classes,  in  its  day,  than  this.  In  1775  and  later,  its  land- 
lord was  Capt.  John  Marston,  who  was  a  "  Son  of  Liberty." 
His  portrait  is  in  our  collection,  in  one  of  the  rooms 
above. 


SUN    TAVERN    AND    TH£    COFFEE    HOUSES. 

There  was  also  the  Sun  Tavern  in  Batterymarch  Street  ; 
the  last  Sun  Tavern,  which  is  within  my  own  memory,  was 
kept  by  one  William  P.  Capewell,  an  Englishman.  It  was  a 
great  resort  of  officers  of  the  Cunard  steamships  when  in 
port.  The  first  Sun  Tavern  used  to  bear  a  sign  of  "  Here 
you  may  find  the  best  liquors  under  the  Sun,"  The  old 
Washington  Coffee  House,  which  stood  on  Washington  near 
Milk  Street,  is  within  the  memory  of  many  of  the  present 
generation.  It  was  a  temperance  house,  and  here  two  vocal- 
ists. Covert  and  Dodge,  lodged  when  the  latter  announced 
that  he  would  sing  at  a  concert  "  the  popular  song  of  '  I 
Dreamt  I  Dwelt  in  Marble  Halls,'  now  being  sung  with  great 
effect  by  the  Seguin  troupe  in  London."  Those  who  remem- 
ber the  comic  vocalist  can  imagine  what  a  travesty  this  effort 
was. 

The  Exchange  Coffee  House  was  another  inn  which,  it  will 
be  recollected,  was  located  on  Exchange  Street,  while  the 
Bite  Tavern  in  Dock  Square  was  noted  as  being  a  most  excel- 
lent place  for  a  good  dinner.  Its  proximity  to  the  Faneuil 
Hall  Market  and  the  skill  of  its  proprietor  in  selecting  viands 
made  it  the  favorite  gathering  place  of  many  merchants  in 
the  vicinity  who  dined  down  town,  I  observe  that  the 
ancient  resort  now  sports  a  sign  spelled  Bight,  instead  of 
Bite,  its  original  name, —  a  transformation  as  affected  as  that 
which  now  styles  the  former  Foster  Place,  leading  out  of 
Tremont  Street,  Van  Rensselaer  Place,  to  please  some  one, 
perchance,  who  thinks  the  latter  name  more  aristocratic. 

The  Cromwell's  Head  was  a  hotel  near  King's  Chapel  in 
1762,  and  the  British  Coffee  House  was  on  King  Street  ; 
there,  in  1750,  the  first  theatrical  performance  in  Boston  was 
given  by  British  officers  who  were  then  stationed  here. 
On  Boston  Neck,  about  this  time,  stood  the  George  Tavern 
with  a  large  garden  and  pleasure  grounds  surrounding  it. 
The  General  Court  at  one  time  met  there,  and  not  far  away 
the  American  army  threw  up  entrenchments  which  prevented 
the  British  from  leaving  Boston  in  that  direction.  This 
hotel  at  that  time  was  visited  daily  by  Gen,  Washington,  to 
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consult  with  his  officers  and  others.  The  building  was  burned 
down  on  the  day  of  the  evacuation  of  the  city  by  the  British 
soldiers.  The  old  Hancock  Inn,  in  Corn  Court,  at  the  rear 
of  stores  opposite  Faneuil  Hall,  and  not  far  from  the  Bite 
Tavern,  is  said  to  have  been  the  residence  of  Lafayette  when 
in  Boston. 

VANDALISM, 

One  cannot  but  deplore  the  vandalism  that  permitted  the 
destruction  of  the  picturesque  Hancock  House  on  Beacon 
Street,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  specimens  of  Colonial  archi- 
tecture of  its  time.  The  old  wooden  building  recently 
removed  from  the  corner  of  Common  and  Tremont  Streets 
was  said  to  be  the  place  where  assembled  some  of  the 
"  Mohawks  "  who  threw  the  tea  overboard.  At  the  curve  or 
junction  of  these  two  streets  stood  the  house  of  the  daughters 
of  Mather  Byles,  which  I  well  remember  seeing  removed,  to 
make  way  for  what  was  then  called  the  Tremont  Road. 
The  high  fence  next  the  mansion  was  torn  down,  and  there 
lay  the  beautiful  garden,  stretching  down  from  Tremont  to 
what  is  now  called  Warrenton  Street,  rich  in  rose  and  lilac 
bushes  and  other  plants.  It  seemed  almost  like  sacrilege  to 
disturb  it,  and  it  was  well  that  the  sisters  had  passed  away 
before  the  road  was  laid  out,  and  their  ancestral  mansion 
removed.  The  old  Head  estate,  where  the  Masonic  Temple 
now  stands,  a  block  or  two  south  of  what  was  once  the 
"Washington  Gardens,"  opposite  the  Common,  was  another 
attractive  spot.     A  view  of  this  estate  is  in  our  collection. 

PEMBERTON    HILL, 

Gardiner  Greene's  estate  on  Pemberton  Hill,  which  was  in 
its  time  a  prominent  elevation,  near  what  is  now  Bowdoin 
Street,  Ashburton  Place,  and  Somerset  Street,  commanded 
a  beautiful  view  of  Boston  Harbor  ;  I  well  recollect  being 
taken  there  when  quite  a  lad,  after  the  workmen  had  begun 
to  lower  it,  that  I  might  have  a  view  of  the  prospect,  and 
to  see  a  fire  which  threatened  to  destroy  the  menagerie  of 
Macomber,  Welch  &  Co.,  then  exhibiting  in  Union  Street. 
In  1650,  this  fine  property  was  called  Cotton  Hill  ;  it  then 
belonged  to  the  Rev.  John  Cotton  ;    later,  the  mint-master 
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John  Hull,  who  coined  the  pine-tree  shillings,  lived  there, 
and  after  Judge  Sewall  married  his  daughter,  with  her  tradi- 
tional dowry,  he  often  walked  there.  It  is  related,  that  in 
1699,  Judge  Sewall  invited  Lady  Bellomont  to  look  at  the 
town  at  sunset  from  this  spot,  and  "as  they  came  down  again 
through  the  gate  the  old  Puritan  gallantly  begged  her  to  let 
him  call  it  Bellomont  gate,  for  the  future,  to  which  the  lady 
graciously  assented."  If  we  are  to  carry  out  the  policy  of 
changing  the  names  of  our  streets,  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
the  entrance  to  Pemberton  Square  might  very  properly  be 
called  "Bellomont  Gate." 

GROWTH    OF    BOSTON. 

A  gentleman  once  riding  out  over  the  Neck  with  my  father, 
in  1837  or  thereabouts,  pointed  laughingly  to  some  heaps  of 
mud  on  either  side,  labelled  Canton  Street,  Concord  and 
Rutland  Streets,  and  wondered  if  squatters  would  utilize 
those  ridges  because  they  were  called  streets.  The  utiliza- 
tion has  been  most  complete  and  thorough  since  then,  and 
they  are  now  covered  with  substantial  buildings. 

In  those  days,  where  Arlington  Street  now  overlooks  the 
Public  Garden,  there  was  then  a  low,  miry  bank,  from  the 
further  side  of  which  I  well  remember  going  in  to  bathe  with 
my  schoolfellows,  when  a  lad.  After  passing  the  Beacon 
Street  end  of  that  street  we  walked  on  a  plank  toll-bridge  for 
more  than  a  mile.  The  whole  space  is  now  filled  in,  is  solid 
territory,  and  covered  with  splendid  buildings. 

THE    PUBLIC    GARDEN. 

The  Public  Garden  not  many  years  ago  was  Boston's 
public  dumping  ground  for  ashes.  The  first  attempt  to  use 
this  territory  for  any  purpose  suggested  by  its  name  was  the 
erection  in  the  early  thirties,  near  the  centre  of  the  grounds, 
of  a  "  Conservatory,"  a  small  domed  structure,  mainly  of 
glass,  in  which  flowers  were  cultivated  for  sale  ;  attached  to 
this  was  an  "aviary,"  with  a  few  bright-plumaged  parrots, 
and  one  or  two  forlorn  flamingoes  ;  near  the  same  spot  was 
a  bear-pit,  where  two  or  three  bears  climbed  a  pole  to  catch 
cake  and  crackers  tossed  to  them  by  the  children  ;  the  sur- 
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roundings  were  anything  but  those  of  a  "garden."  The 
enterprise  proved  a  failure  and  the  buildings  were  removed, 
as  will  be  remembered  by  elderly  Bostonians.  "  Unter  den 
Linden''  in  Berlin,  of  which  I  had  so  often  read  as  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  avenues  in  Europe,  grievously  disap- 
pointed me,  for  it  was  far  inferior  to  Commonwealth  Avenue, 
both  in  gardens  and  residences  on  either  side. 

Boston  has  always  been  noted  for  its  delightful  suburbs, 
and  communication  with  them  has  been  greatly  facilitated 
recently  by  the  new  elevated  railroad  system.  Sixty  years 
ago  long  omnibuses,  drawn  by  four  horses,  ran  out  from  the 
city  to  the  Cambridge  colleges,  and  also  to  the  Norfolk  House 
in  Roxbury, —  fare  \2\  cents.  A  boy  sat  on  a  little  seat  at 
the  rear  end  of  the  omnibus  and  rang  a  bell  when  a  passenger 
wished  to  dismount,  or  when  he  sighted  one  who  desired 
to  ride.  It  was  the  ambition  of  many  of  us  schoolboys  to 
be  an  omnibus  boy,  that  we  might  ride  all  day  free  of 
expense. 

Later  on,  a  line  called  the  Dock  Square  and  Canton  Street 
coaches,  half  the  length  of  the  lumbering  vehicles  which  pre- 
ceded them,  carried  passengers  between  those  points  for  six 
cents, 

HORSE    RAILROADS. 

This  line  was  followed  by  the  system  of  street  railroads, 
with  their  cars  drawn  by  horses,  which  in  time  was  succeeded 
by  the  electric  system. 

Two  important  events  in  the  history  of  the  street  railway 
transportation  of  the  city  have  occurred  during  the  past 
year  —  the  passing  of  the  only  remaining  horse-car  route  in 
the  city  and  the  opening  of  the  elevated  railway. 

One  of  the  earliest  experiments  in  cheap  transportation  in 
Boston  was  furnished  by  the  omnibus  lines,  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  and  most  of  us  remember  Hathorne's  red  coaches, 
which  were  still  making  their  ponderous  way  "over  the 
Roxbury  Neck,"  in  the  seventies  and  early  eighties.  When 
the  sleighing  was  good,  Washington  Street  from  Dover 
Street  to  the  Roxbury  line  was  a  favorite  speedway  for 
lovers  of  fast  horses,  and  the  open  sleighs  put  on  this  route 
by  omnibus  owners  carried  throngs  to  see  the  sport. 
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The  Metropolitan  Railroad  began  to  run  their  horse-cars 
through  the  streets  in  1856,  and  for  more  than  thirty  years 
these  cars  furnished  the  means  for  popular  transportation. 

Very  soon  after  the  consolidation  of  the  various  car  lines 
of  the  city  in  1888,  the  trolley  car  made  its  appearance,  and 
was  hailed  as  "the  Broomstick  Train"  by  the  "Autocrat  of 
the  Breakfast  Table."  The  "broomstick,"  of  course,  is  the 
long  rod  from  the  roof  of  the  car  making  connection  with 
the  overhead  wire. 

The  superiority  of  the  trolley  in  economy,  power  and  speed 
sealed  the  fate  of  the  horse-cars,  and  they  were  gradually 
replaced  by  the  electrics,  until  the  last  of  the  race  disap- 
peared from  the  streets  during  the  past  year,  as  stated. 

In  fifty  3^ears  we  have  seen  the  omnibus  epoch  succeeded 
by  the  horse-car  epoch,  and  the  electric  car  epoch  replace 
that  of  the  horse-car.  Before  half  of  the  present  century 
shall  have  passed,  and  the  city  have  been  honey-combed  by 
subways,  may  not  the  art  of  aerostation  have  been  perfected  .-• 

THE    SUBWAY. 

The  Boston  Subway  in  the  past  three  years  has  marked 
another  step  in  the  progress  of  municipal  transportation,  and 
during  the  year  just  closed  a  new  factor  has  been  added  by 
the  opening  of  the  elevated  railway. 

There  has  been  a  saving  of  expense  in  street  travel,  which 
has  been  commensurate  with  the  saving  of  time  ;  for  the  fare 
to  Roxbury  by  omnibus  was  12^  cents  in  the  old  days,  while 
to-day  one  may  ride  from  Medford  to  Newton  for  five  cents. 

The  days  of  the  red  coaches  and  the  early  days  of  the 
horse-cars  were  the  days  when  the  Paddock  elms,  a  sturdy 
line  of  noble  trees,  stood  in  front  of  the  Granary  Burial 
Ground.  How  grateful  was  the  shade  of  their  drooping 
branches  to  the  weary  shopper  waiting  for  her  car, —  for  that 
was  then  the  starting  point  for  most  of  the  suburban  lines. 

These  fine  old  trees  were  sacrificed  to  make  more  room 
for  the  waiting  passengers  ;  but  alas,  how  needless  was  the 
sacrifice  !  for  in  time  the  tracks  themselves  were  removed 
and  the  cars  taken  to  the  new  Subway,  and  now  we  bemoan 
in  vain  the  loss  of  the  magnificent  elms. 
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OLD    LANDMARKS. 

One  more  landmark  has  been  demolished.  Horticultural 
Hall,  which  took  the  place  of  Kimball's  Museum,  with  its 
tall  and  heavy  pillars  —  later  occupied  by  "  Gleason's  Pic- 
torial," the  earliest  Boston  illustrated  paper  —  has  followed 
the  fate  of  its  predecessor,  so  long  a  familiar  feature  of  that 
neighborhood,  and  Tremont  Street  will  know  it  no  more,  for 
the  new  building  of  that  admirable  Society  has  been  erected, 
as  we  know,  among  what  we  might  call  a  colony  of  halls  on 
Massachusetts  Avenue. 

The  old  Tremont  Street  site  will  soon  be  occupied  by  a 
huge  building  appropriately  named  the  Paddock,  for  the  man 
who  planted  the  elms  which  for  a  century  waved  their  grace- 
ful branches  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street. 

With  Boston's  increase  in  business  and  importance  its 
ancient  landmarks  have  nearly  all  been  swept  away,  and  the 
streets  of  old  times  renamed.  Bedford  Street  was  Pond 
Street  ;  Court  Street  was  Queen  Street,  and  Boylston  Street 
Frog  Lane  ;  Doane  Street  was  Lobster  Alley,  and  Broad 
Street  Flounder  Lane ;  Bromfield  Street  was  called  Raw- 
son's  Lane,  from  Edward  Rawson,  who  dwelt  there  ;  it  was 
afterwards  styled  Bromfield's  Lane. 

A  prominent  ancient  landmark  which  has  been  allowed  to 
remain  is  the  "Old  Corner  Book  Store,"  at  the  corner  of 
Washington  and  School  Streets  ;  opposite  this,  in  the  early 
days  of  the  town,  dwelt  the  Governor,  the  elder  of  the 
church,  and  the  captain  of  the  artillery  company.  The  old 
corner,  in  primeval  Boston  days,  extended  to  the  present 
City  Hall  Square  on  School  Street,  and  quite  a  distance 
northerly  on  Washington  Street,  and  was  owned,  about  1634, 
by  Mr.  William  Hutchinson,  husband  of  the  famous  Anne 
Hutchinson. 

The  property  was  bought  by  Mr.  John  Everett  in  1637, 
who  sold  a  portion  of  it  in  1640  to  Henry  Shrimpton,  and  in 
1707  it  passed  into  the  possession  of  Thomas  Crease,  an 
apothecary.  In  October,  171 1,  the  old  building  and  many 
others  in  the  vicinity  were  burned  down,  and  the  present 
structure  was  erected  about  the  year  1712.     In  1789  it  was 
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occupied  by  Herman  Brimmer,  merchant,  and  John  Jackson, 
broker,  and  was  then  known  as  ^6  Cornhill.  In  1817  the 
front  part  was  used  as  an  apothecary  shop,  kept  by  Dr.  Sam- 
uel Clarke,  father  of  the  late  Rev.  James  Freeman  Clarke, 
who  dwelt  in  the  upper  part  of  the  building  until  1828,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  the  booksellers  who  have  added  so  much 
to  the  note  of  the  building, 

Isaac  R.  Butts  had  his  printing  office  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  building.  Carter  &  Hendee  once  occupied  the  store  ; 
then  Allen  &  Ticknor,  succeeded  by  W.  D.  Ticknor  &  Co., 
and  next  by  Ticknor  &  Fields  (James  T.  Fields  having 
become  a  partner),  and  somewhat  later  by  Fields,  Osgood 
&  Co. ;  their  successors  afterwards  removed  to  a  new  store 
fitted  up  for  them  on  Tremont  Street.  E.  P.  Button  &  Co. 
became  the  next  tenants.  They  were  succeeded  in  Sep- 
tember, 1869,  by  Alexander  Williams  &  Co.,  who  held  con- 
trol till  1883,  when  Mr.  Williams  sold  out  to  his  associates, 
and  the  firm  became  Cupples,  Upham  &  Co.  In  April,  1887, 
Mr.  Cupples  disposed  of  his  interest  to  Messrs.  Damrell  & 
Upham.  Mr.  Damrell  died  in  1896,  and  his  interest  was  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Henry  M.  Upham.  Such  are  the  prominent 
facts  concerning  the  old  Brimmer  mansion,  now  known  as 
the  "  Old  Corner  Book  Store." 

While  speaking  of  this  locality,  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
the  only  place  where  acting  copies  of  plays  could  be  pur- 
chased was,  for  many  years,  at  Callender's  book  store  on 
School  Street,  next  above  the  "  Old  Corner ; "  and  that  the 
china  and  crockery  store  on  the  opposite  corner,  now  occu- 
pied by  the  Richard  Briggs  Co.,  formerly  by  Sumner  &  Co., 
had  its  foundation  over  one  hundred  years  ago. 

Many  whose  recollections  extend  over  a  half  century  will 
remember  the  cry  of  the  Boston  newsboys  :  "  Here's  the 
Mail,  Times  and  Bee,  Uncle  Sam  and  Satirist."  Every  one 
of  these  papers  except  the  Times  has  passed  away.  The 
most  noted  of  them  was  the  Times,  owned  by  George  Rob- 
erts, who  was  by  no  means  a  literary  man,  but  who  employed 
Charles  C.  Hazewell,  a  very  able  writer  and  editor,  in  that 
capacity.  Hazewell  said  that  Roberts  used  sometimes  to 
put  rather  curious  questions  to  him  ;  as,  for  instance,  "  Was 
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the  Stamp  Act  before  or  after  the  American  Revolution  ? " 
"I  did  not  know,"  said  Hazewell,  "but  that  the  next  ques- 
tion might  be  whether  the  birth  of  Christ  was  before  or  after 
the  Christian  era."  Hazewell  afterwards  became  editor  of 
the  Boston  Traveller,  and  his  "Review  of  the  Week"  was 
for  a  long  time  a  notable  feature  in  that  paper. 

THE    BOSTONIAN    SOCIETY. 

Coming  back  to  the  immediate  affairs  of  our  Society,  it 
is  gratifying  to  know  that  our  membership  has  increased 
during  the  past  year.  On  January  i,  1901,  the  number  of 
members  was  as  follows  :  Honorary,  2  ;  life,  426 ;  annual, 
477;  a  total  of  905.  On  the  first  of  January,  1902,  the  num- 
ber has  increased  to:  Honorary,  2;  life,  479 ;  annual,  510; 
a  total  of  991,  an  increase  of  86. 

Eight  meetings  have  been  held,  at  seven  of  which  papers 
have  been  read,  and  one  at  which  the  annual  Address  is 
given.  The  financial  condition  of  the  Society  is  good,  and 
the  sum  of  ^2,200  has  been  added  to  the  invested  fund  by 
the  payment  of  life  membership  fees.  The  lease  of  the 
rooms  has  been  renewed  by  the  city  for  a  term  of  ten  years 
from  December  14,  1901,  at  the  same  rental  that  has  been 
paid  in  the  past ;  so  that  when  all  the  facts  thus  presented 
are  taken  into  consideration,  we  may  safely  feel  that  the 
Society  is  in  excellent  condition,  and  well  prepared  to  carry 
out  its  objects  of  promoting  the  study  of  the  history  of  Bos- 
ton and  preserving  its  antiquities, 

I  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  the  hearty  thanks 
that  are  due  the  Directors  and  other  officers  of  the  Society 
for  the  faithful  and  efficient  manner  in  which  their  work  has 
been  performed;  and  these  words  are  no  empty  compliment, 
as  many  of  you  will  bear  witness.  It  is  this  heartiness  and 
zeal  that  has  been  put  into  the  work,  which  has  brought  our 
Society  to  its  present  flourishing  condition,  and  placed  it  in 
so  prominent  a  position  as  a  Boston  institution. 
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REPORT   OF   THE   DIRECTORS. 

The  Rev.  Joshua  P.  Bodfish,  in    behalf  of  the  Directors, 
presented  their  Annual  Report :  — 

Mr.   Presidettt,    Ladies   and   Gentlemen,    Members   of  the 
Bostonian  Society: 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1901  there  were  in  the  Society, 

Honorary  Members        ....  2 

Life  Members 479 

Annual  Members  .         .         .         .         .         510 


Total 991 

Showing  an  increase  of  53  Life  Members  and  33  Annual 
Members,  making  a  total  increase  of  Z^  Members  during  the 
year. 

Many  are  however  taken  from  us  during  the  year,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  seek  and  bring  in  the  names  of  suitable  persons 
to  fill  up  our  ranks,  and  so  increase  the  efficiency  of  our 
Society  in  its  useful  work. 

VISITORS. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  this  building  in  1901  who  regis- 
tered their  names,  was. 


From  Boston 

2,883 

"      elsewhere  in  the  United  States 

11,162 

'*      Foreign  countries 

572 

Total 14,617 

This,  however,  does  not  fully  represent  the  number  of 
visitors.  It  is  estimated  that,  only  about  one-sixth  of  them 
register  their  names  ;  therefore  90,000  would  be  a  conserva- 
tive estimate. 

By  the  patriotic  action  of  Mayor  Hart  and  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, our  lease  of  the  rooms  now  occupied  by  the  Society 
has  been  renewed  on  December  14,  1901,  at  the  same  rental 
and  terms  as  heretofore,  for  ten  years. 
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MONTHLY   MEETINGS. 


The*  following  papers  were  read  before  the  Society  in 
1901  : — 

February  12:  "Peter  Faneuil  and  His  Gift,"  by  Abram 
English  Brown. 

March  12:  "The  Twenty-one  Hills  of  Boston,"  by  Arthur 
W.  Brayley. 

April  9:  "Portions  of  the  Contemporaneous  Diary  of  a 
Boston  Physician,  Describing  Four  Important  Local  Events 
in  April,  185 1,  of  which  the  present  month  marks  the  semi- 
centennial," by  the  Clerk. 

May  14:  "Cotton  Mather  and  His  Times,"  by  the  Rev. 
James  Salloway. 

October  8  :  "  Old  Taverns,"  by  George  Leslie  Nichols. 

November  12:  "Governor  Jonathan  Belcher  and  His 
Maternal  Ancestry,"  by  Charles  S.  Ensign,  LL.  B, 

December  10:  "The  First  One  Hundred  Years  of  the 
Church  of  England  in  Massachusetts,"  by  the  Rev,  Daniel 
Dulaney  Addison,  D.  D. 

The  large  attendance  at  the  monthly  meetings  has  been 
very  gratifying. 

The  presence  of  so  many  of  our  lady  members  and  friends 
augurs  well  for  the  future  usefulness  of  our  Society. 

NECROLOGY,     I9OI. 

The  following  members  have  died  during  the  past  year  : — 

Charles  Allen  Browne,  born  in  Salem,  June  6,  1812,  died  in 
Boston,  March  i,  1893. 

John  Gardne^"  White,  born  in  Boston,  February  23,  1833, 
died  in  Cambridge,  September  7,  1896. 

Henry  Lyon,  born  in  Needham,  December  16,  18 16,  died 
in  Boston,  May  13,  1900. 

Daniel  Curtis  Holder,  born  in  Boston,  January  2,  1833, 
died  February  23. 

Samuel  Stillman  Blanchard,  born  in  Cambridge,  June  23, 
1835,  died  in  Boston,  March  16. 
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George  Hayward,  born  in  Boston,  December  ii,  1819,  died 
in  Boston,  March  30. 

Henry  Andrew  Thomas,  born  in  Weymouth,  July  29,  1856, 
died  in  Waverly,  April  4. 

Jonathan  French,  born  in  Boston,  October  i,  1803,  died  in 
Boston,  May  12. 

Joel  Goldthwait,  born  in  Marblehead,  April  5,  183 1,  died 
in  Boston,  May  29. 

John  Henry  Daniels,  born  in  Gloucester,  March  14,  1828, 
died  in  Newton,  June  8. 

John  Sweetser,  born  in  Newburyport,  January  15,  1824, 
died  in  Boston,  June  9. 

Edward  William  Hooper,  born  in  Boston,  December  14, 
1839,  died  in  Waverly,  June  25. 

George  Washington  Armstrong,  born  in  Boston,  August 
II,  1836,  died  in  Centre  Harbor,  N.  H.,  June  30. 

George  Brooks  Bigelow,  born  in  Boston,  April  25,  1836, 
died  in  Brookline,  July  7. 

Henry  Whitman,  born  in  Annapolis,  N.  H.,  August  5, 
1839,  died  in  Beverly,  July  21. 

William  Henry  Slocum,  born  in  Boston,  January  i,  18 18, 
died  in  Boston,  August  19. 

Mrs.  Susan  Cornelia  Warren,  born  in  Blandford,  March  3, 
1825,  died  in  Waltham,  September  i. 

Edward  Ingersoll  Browne,  born  in  Boston,  February  11, 
1833,  died  in  Hyde  Park,  September  15. 

Miss  Susan  Jackson  White,  born  in  Boston,  April  12,  1817, 
died  in  Belmont,  September  18. 

Alfred  Henry  Hersey,  born  in  Boston,  April  18,  1841,  died 
in  Hingham,  October  11, 

Edward  Lawrence,  born  in  Charlestown,  May  23,  1848, 
died  in  Wellesley,  October  28. 

Stephen  Greene,  born  in  Scituate,  R.  I.,  September  27, 
185 1,  died  in  Newton,  November  7. 

Samuel  Thomas  Snow,  born  in  Cohasset,  July  18,  1824, 
died  in  Boston,  November  11. 
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Mrs.  Alice  de  Vermandois  Clarke,  born  in  Boston,  March 
17,  1850,  died  in  Boston,  November  16. 

George  Phinehas  Upham,  born  in  Boston,  January  i,  1826, 
died  in  Boston,  November  20. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Slocum,  born  in  Boston,  June  29, 
1825,  died  in  Boston,  November  26. 

Mrs.  Eliza  Gore  Weld,  born  in  Boston,  August  15,  1813, 
died  in  Boston,  December  4. 

James  Woodward  Allen,  born  in  Boston,  March  8,  1824, 
died  in  Boston,  December  15, 

Henry  Woods,  born  in  Barre,  October  3,  1820,  died  in 
Boston,  December  31. 

Messrs.  Browne,  White,  Lyon,  Blanchard,  Hayward,  French, 
Armstrong,  Bigelow,  Slocum,  Browne,  Upham  and  Allen, 
Mrs.  Warren,  Mrs.  Slocum,  Mrs.  Clarke  and  Miss  White 
were  life  members. 

Messrs.  Holder,  Thomas,  Goldthwait,  Daniels,  Sweetser, 
Hooper,  Whitman,  Hersey,  Lawrence,  Greene  and  Snow  and 
Mrs.  Weld  were  annual  members. 

We  note  with  gratitude  the  generous  bequest  of  ;^  1,000 
from  one  of  our  deceased  life  members,  the  eminent  lawyer, 
Mr.  Edward  L  Browne. 

We  are  thankful  to  report  that  our  losses  in  membership 
by  death  have  been  less  than  in  previous  years.  We  do  not 
forget,  however,  or  cease  to  mourn  the  great  loss  to  our 
country  of  our  beloved  President,  William  McKinley,  struck 
down  by  the  murderous  hand  of  an  Anarchist.  The  political 
world  has  also  lost  ex-President  Benjamin  Harrison  and 
William  M.  Evarts,  ex-Secretary  of  State.  Germany  mourns 
the  loss  of  her  ex-Chancellor,.  Prince  von  Hohenlohe,  Italy 
her  ex-premier,  Francesco  Crispi,  China  her  great  statesman, 
Li-Hung  Chang,  and  England  her  illustrious  Queen  Victoria. 
They  have  gone  to  their  reward,  and  their  works  do  follow 
them. 
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When  we  recall  the  first  meetings  of  our  Society  in  1879, 
when  we  met,  few  in  numbers,  in  a  small  room  in  Pemberton 
Square,  and  commenced  the  work  of  collecting  books,  manu- 
scripts and  pictures  relating  to  the  history  of  Boston  ;  when 
we  were  thankful  for  the  modest  gift  of  a  picture,  pamphlet 
or  book  suitable  for  our  purpose,  and  then  look  through  our 
present  rooms  filled  with  valuable  relics  and  mementoes  of 
Boston's  history,  we  rejoice  that  the  conviction  of  those 
earnest  organizers  of  our  Society,  that  there  was  a  field,  a 
place,  a  work  for  this  Society  to  do  that  had  not  yet  been 
occupied,  has  proven  true.  Our  library  and  collections  are 
already  the  "  Mecca"  of  students  of  Boston's  history.  Here, 
for  instance,  they  find  a  complete  set  of  Boston  directories, 
often  giving  a  clew  to  the  solution  of  some  question  nowhere 
else  to  be  found:  —  a  complete  set  of  Notes  and  Queries, 
from  the  Transcript,  a  mine  of  historical  and  genealogical  in- 
formation, the  oldest  Guide  Books,  Biographies  of  eminent 
Bostonians,  Histories  of  Boston's  Churches,  Year  Books, 
Records  of  Vital  Statistics,  Suffolk  Deeds,  Records  of  Bury- 
ing Grounds ;  all  illustrating  Boston's  history.  Besides 
these  there  are  many  valuable  works  of  general  historical 
interest,  as  the  Massachusetts  Record  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  where  we  can  trace  with  interest 
and  pride  the  names  of  our  ancestors  who  fought  for  our 
liberties,  also  the  official  Record  of  Union  and  Confederate 
Armies  and  Navies  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  a  very  valuable 
work.  These,  with  the  unique  Colburn  collection  of  Portraits 
and  Autographs,  and  other  rare  historical  works  too  numer- 
ous to  mention,  form  a  treasure  house  of  information,  which 
is  becoming  daily  more  and  more  attractive  to  students 
of  Boston's  history.  Add  to  this  the  character  of  the 
building  in  which  these  valuable  relics  of  the  past  are 
placed,  and  we  realize  what  a  good  work  has  been  done  by 
our  Society,  with  the  help  of  the  enlightened  and  patriotic 
action  of  the  City  Government.  We  understand  why  Bos- 
tonians point  with  pride  to  the  Old  State  House,  and  the 
unique  collections  of  the  Bostonian  Society,  and  that  visitors 
from  afar  take  such  pains  to  see  it.  What  an  irreparable 
loss,  had  the  irreverent,  unpatriotic  and  utilitarian  ideas  pre- 
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vailed,  that  threatened  at  one  time  to  destroy  this  ancient 
building,  so  rich  in  priceless  memories  of  a  glorious  past. 
Thanks  to  the  wise  action  of  Boston's  Mayors  and  en- 
lightened City  Government,  such  a  disgrace  to  the  city  has 
so  far  been  prevented.  We  trust  that  the  increasing  value 
of  our  Society's  work,  and  the  acknowledged  educational 
value  of  our  library  and  museum  of  antiquities,  which  are 
freely  open  to  all,  will  ensure  for  all  time  the  permanence  of 
the  Bostonian  Society. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joshua  P.  Bodfish, 

For  the  Directors. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON   THE  ROOMS. 

*  Recent  additions  to  the  collections  of  the  Bostonian  Society 
indicate  a  continued  interest  in  its  aims  and  purposes,  the 
study  of  the  history  of  Boston,  and  the  preservation  of  its 
antiquities. 

Owners  of  valuable  and  interesting  relics  have  placed  them 
in  our  collections,  where  they  can  be  seen  by  the  great  num- 
ber of  visitors  to  our  rooms,  as  material  evidences  of  former 
.residents,  many  of  whose  names  and  deeds  are  written  in 
history.  By  such  cooperation  will  the  influence  and  useful- 
ness of  our  Society  increase  from  year  to  year,  maintaining 
its  position  in  the  community ;  and  by  such  assistance  will 
the  ancient  and  historic  building,  in  which  we  have  our 
home,  be  preserved  to  be  seen  and  visited  by  coming  genera- 
tions. With  these  objects  in  view,  the  committee  ask  the 
aid  of  the  men  and  women  of  Boston  and  vicinity  who  con- 
stitute the  membership  of  the  Society. 

The  following  gifts  and  loans,  made  to  the  collections 
during  the  past  year,  should  have  special  mention  :  — 

The  children  of  the  late  Mrs.  Samuel  Downer,  of  Dor- 
chester, have,  in  accordance  with  her  expressed  wish,  given 
to  the  Society,  oil  portraits,  by  Alexander,  of  her  grand 
parents.  Major  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Melville,  of  Boston  ;   also  a 
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cocked  hat  and  a  pair  of  knee  breeches  worn  by  the  major  in 
his  later  years.  Of  Thomas  Melville's  career,  so  familiar  to 
students  of  the  Revolutionary  history  of  Boston,  it  suffices 
to  say  that  he  was  one  of  the  Boston  Tea  Party,  in  1773  ;  a 
fireward  of  Boston  from  1779  to  1825,  and  United  States 
naval  officer  at  Boston  from  1786  to  1789,  and  from  181 1  to 
1829.  He  was  the  last  citizen  of  Boston  to  wear  a  cocked 
hat,  and  was  immortalized  by  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  in  his 
poem  entitled  "  The  Last  Leaf,"  of  which  one  verse  reads  :  — 

I  know  it  is  a  sin 
For  me  to  sit  and  grin 

At  him  here ; 
But  the  old  three-cornered  hat 
And  the  breeches,  and  all  that, 

Are  so  queer ! 

We  have  received  as  a  loan  from  Robert  M.  Read,  M.  D., 
of  Boston,  an  oil  portrait,  by  Lawson,  of  that  eminent  citizen 
Daniel  Webster.  It  was  painted  from  a  study  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster, made  at  Marshfield,  by  the  artist,  and  represents  him 
in  his  prime,  before  age  had  silvered  his  hair  or  dimmed  his 
eye. 

The  Society  has  received  as  a  gift  from  Miss  Ann  E. 
Newell,  of  Boston,  a  secretary  formerly  owned  by  John 
Hancock,  patriot.  Governor,  and  President  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress.  Perhaps  on  it  he  wrote  love  epistles  to 
his  "  Dorothy  Q.,"  papers  of  state,  or  letters  to  his  agents  in 
London,  bidding  them  to  send  to  his  mansion  house  in  Bos- 
ton, New  England,  all  that  the  markets  afforded. 

We  have  received  a  gift  from  Charles  F.  Sleeper,  of 
Hyannis,  Mass.,  of  a  rare  treasure.  It  is  a  letter  written 
August  10,  1775,  by  Rev.  Thomas  Barnard,  Jr.,  of  Salem, 
to  a  friend  resident  in  England,  and  gives  with  minute  detail 
an  account  of  the  then  recent  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  the 
political  relations  of  the  Colonies  and  the  mother  country, 
and  the  state  of  the  college  at  Cambridge.  The  letter  has 
been  treated  by  the  Emery  Preserving  process,  and  bound  in 
an  attractive  and  durable  manner. 

The  sum  of  ^134.74  has  been  expended  by  the  committee 
for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  rooms,  and  a  revenue  of 
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i^  163.64  has  been  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  various  publi- 
cations and  souvenirs. 

A  new  edition  of  the  Catalogue  of  the  collections  is  now  in 
press  and  will  be  issued  about  February  ist. 

For  the  Committee, 

Charles  F.  Read, 

Clerk. 
December  J/,  igoi. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  successful  one  for  the  Library  of 
the  Bostonian  Society,  the  average  yearly  increase  of  books 
and  pamphlets  having  been  well  sustained,  and  the  Library 
having  been  in  constant  use  by  students  of  Boston  history. 

The  report  of  the  committee  last  year  expressed  the  hope 
that  certain  desirable  publications  might  be  added  to  our 
collection  of  historical  books.  They  are  able  to  announce 
that  two  of  the  works  are  now  to  be  found  on  the  shelves. 

Mrs.  John  E.  Hudson  has,  through  the  good  offices  of  the 
New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  given  us  "The 
Records  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  1628-1686,"  six  volumes,  and 
there  have  been  purchased  of  the  publishers,  the  first  seven 
volumes  of  the  New  England  Magazine,  a  limited  number  of 
these  volumes  having  come  into  their  possession. 

The  committee  again  express  the  hope  that  the  various 
publications  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  of 
which  we  now  have  but  an  incomplete  set,  may  be  added  to 
the  Library. 

The  more  important  additions  besides  those  mentioned 
above  are  "  The  Letters  and  Official  Papers  of  Edward  Ran- 
dolph," five  volumes,  and  "  Antinomianism  in  the  Colony  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  from  1636  to  1638,"  one  volume, — both 
publications  of  the  Prince  Society,  and  both  from  a  member 
of  our  committee,  Albert  A.  Folsom  ;  "  The  Life  of  Phillips 
Brooks,"  two  volumes,  from  Benjamin  C.  Clark;  "Three 
Episodes  of  Massachusetts  History,"  two  volumes  ;  "  Massa- 
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chusetts,  Her  Historians  and  Her  Histories,"  one  volume ; " 
"Charles  Francis  Adams,"  1807-1886,  one  volume,  from  the 
author,  Charles  Francis  Adams  ;  "  History  of  the  Ancient 
and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,"  fourth  and  last  volume, 
from  the  A.  and  H.  A,  Co. ;  "  Massachusetts  Soldiers  and 
Sailors  of  the  Revolutionary  War,"  volume  viii,  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  Massachusetts  ;  "  The  Boston  Gazette 
and  Country  Journal,"  the  entire  issue  for  1756,  bound  in 
one  volume,  from  Jacob  H.  Hecht;  "Records  of  the  Court 
of  Assistants,  Massachusetts  Bay,"  volume  i,  from  John 
Noble,  and  "The  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Confed- 
erate Navies  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,"  the  first  twelve 
volumes,  from  Albert  A.  Folsom. 

A  catalogue  of  the  Colburn  Collection  of  Portraits  and 
Autographs  has  been  published  during  the  past  year  and 
distributed  to  many  historical  and  educational  institutions 
throughout  the  country.  This  catalogue  cannot  fail  to  in- 
crease the  value  of  this  fine  collection,  of  which  the  Boston- 
ian  Society  is  the  fortunate  possessor. 

For  the  Committee, 

Charles  F.  Read, 
December  J/,  igoi.  Clerk. 


REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    PUBLICA- 
TIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  have  selected  Paul  Re- 
vere's  engraving,  entitled  "  A  View  of  Part  of  the  Town  of 
Boston  in  New  England  and  British  Ships  of  War  landing 
their  Troops,  1768,"  for  reproduction  as  a  frontispiece  for 
this  issue  of  the  Annual  Proceedings,  in  continuation  of  the 
plan  adopted  a  year  ago. 

The  original  hand-colored  engraving,  from  which  the  illus- 
tration is  made,  is  in  the  collection  of  the  Society,  having 
been  loaned  by  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Homer. 

It  is  in  the  original  frame,  and  still  has  pasted  on  the  back, 
in  strips,  cuttings  from   the  "Boston   Gazette  and  Country 
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Journal,"  for  November  12,  1770,  the  year,  probably,  in 
which  the  engraving  was  framed  and  sold. 

The  dedication  of  the  engraving  is  as  follows  :  "  To  the 
Earl  of  Hillsborough,  His  Majest^  Sec^  of  State  for  America 
This  View  of  the  only  well  Plan'd  Expedition  formed  for 
supporting  y^  dignity  of  Britain  &  chastizing  y^  insolence  of 
America  is  humy  inscrib'd" 

The  explanation  at  the  bottom  of  the  engraving  is  as  fol- 
lows {names  of  vessels) :  "  '  Bravo,  ^  Senegal,  ^  Martin,  ^  Glas- 
gow, s  Mermaid,  ^  Romney,  7  Launceston,  ^  Bonetta.  On 
fryday  Sep""  30'^  1768,  the  Ships  of  War,  armed  Schooners, 
Transports,  &c.,  Came  up  the  Harbour  and  Anchored  round 
the  Town;  their  Cannon  loaded,  a  Spring  on  their  Cables, 
as  for  a  regular  Seige.  At  noon  on  Saturday,  October  the 
i^^  the  fourteenth  and  twenty  ninth  Regiments  a  detachment 
from  the  59*''  Reg*,  and  a  Train  of  Artillery,  with  two  pieces 
of  Cannon,  landed  on  the  Long  Wharf  ;  there  formed  and 
Marched  with  insolent  Parade,  Drums  beating,  Fifes  playing 
and  Colours  flying,  up  King  Street,  each  Soldier  having  re- 
ceived 16  rounds  of  Powder  and  Ball." 

The  imprint  is  :  "  Engraved,  Printed  &  Sold  by  Paul  Re- 
vere, Boston." 

The  original  plate  from  which  the  engraving  was  printed, 
is  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts. 

In  1775  the  reverse  surface  of  this  plate  was  utilized  for 
engraving  some  of  the  paper  money  issued  at  that  time. 

For  the  Committee, 

Charles  F.  Read, 
December  JI,  ig02.  Clerk. 

REPORT    OF   THE   TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  his  Annual  Report,  duly  certified 
by  the  Finance  Committee,  which  will  be  found  on  a  sub- 
sequent page. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  NOMINATING  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Francis  H,  Manning,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to 
nominate  Officers  of  the  Society  for  1902,  made  the  follow- 
ing report :  — 

J^'or  Clerk  a7id  Treasurer. 

Charles  F.  Read, 


For  Directors. 


Curtis  Guild, 
Joshua  P.  Bodfish, 
Benjamin  C.  Clark, 
James  F.  Hunnewell, 


Levi  L.  Willcutt, 
David  H.  Coolidge, 
Albert  A.  Folsom, 
William  H.  Lincoln, 


William  T.  R.  Marvin. 

[Signed]  Francis  H.  Manning,  Chairman. 

Francis  H.  Brown. 
RuFus  G.  F.  Candage. 
Robert  B.  Williams. 
Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr. 

The  Report  was  accepted,  and  it  was  voted  to  proceed  to 
ballot.  The  result,  as  ascertained  by  the  tellers,  Messrs. 
Clark  and  Hunnewell,  showed  that  the  candidates  were 
unanimously  elected. 

It  was  voted  that  the  President's  address  and  the  various 
reports  be  printed  in  the  Annual  Proceedings. 
Adjourned. 

Charles  F.  Read, 

Clerk. 
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THE  DIARY  OF  WILLIAM  READ,  A  BOSTON 
PHYSICIAN,  APRIL,   1851. 

[Read  before  the  Bostonian  Society,  April,  1901.] 

I.  THE    RENDITION    OF    THOMAS    SIMS. 

II.  THE    GREAT    STORM. 

III.  THE    RECEPTION    TO    DANIEL    WEBSTER. 

IV.  THE   ELECTION    OF    CHARLES    SUMNER   AS   SENATOR. 

There  is  probably  no  more  interesting  way  to  study  history 
than  by  the  aid  of  a  contemporaneous  diary,  and  doubly  inter- 
esting is  it  when  we  study  events  which  have  occurred  dur- 
ing the  lives  of  living  persons,  for  many  within  the  sound  of 
my  voice  were  living  at  the  time  of  the  stirring  scenes  of 
April,  185 1,  of  which  the  present  month  marks  the  semi- 
centennial, and  some  may  have  witnessed  them. 

To  the  reading  of  portions  of  such  a  diary,  I  invite  your 
attention,  hoping  that  it  may  be  instructive  to  recall  four 
events,  which  made  the  month  of  April,  185 1,  memorable  in 
the  annals  of  Boston. 

The  return  of  Thomas  Sims  to  bondage  was  an  occasion 
which  stirred  Boston  to  its  utmost  depths.  A  slave  restored 
to  his  master  by  the  mandate  of  the  nation's  law,  executed 
by  its  representative,  Isaac  O.  Barnes,  then  U.  S.  Marshal ; 
the  Court  House  surrounded  by  chains ;  the  slave  conducted 
through  the  crowded  streets  by  the  police  of  the  city,  led  by 
Mayor  Bigelow  and  City  Marshal  Tukey ;  all  these  scenes 
combined  to  make  a  spectacle  which  was  never  forgotten 
by  those  who  witnessed  it. 

The  choice  of  a  U.  S.  Senator,  always  an  event  of  impor- 
tance, was  rendered  intensely  exciting  in  185 1  by  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  election  of  Charles  Sumner  to  that 
office.  The  result  was  decided  by  one  vote,  as  mentioned  in 
the  Diary,  and  so  strenuous  was  the  contest  that  the  most 
bitter  feelings  were  engendered  in  many  who  afterwards  be- 
came Sumner's  most  earnest  supporters.  His  subsequent 
careef,  however,  more  than  justified  the  hopes  of  his  friends 
and  supporters. 
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The  great  reception  given  to  Daniel  Webster  by  his  fellow 
citizens,  regardless  of  party,  was  a  remarkable  tribute  of 
veneration  and  respect  to  that  eminent  statesman  in  the  clos- 
ing years  of  his  life. 

The  convulsion  of  nature,  commonly  known  as  the  Great 
Storm  of  April,  185 1,  was  not  equalled  until  almost  fifty 
years  later,  when  the  coast  of  New  England  was  again  swept 
by  the  Great  Storm  of  November,  1898. 

The  foregoing  remarks  give  a  brief  summary  of  the  events 
recorded  in  Dr.  Read's  Diary,  passages  from  which  will  now 
be  read. 

April  4,  185 1.  To-day  there  has  been  much  excitement 
about  the  court  house,  concerning  another  fugitive  slave,  who 
was  arrested  last  night  and  brought  before  the  court  on  the 
claim  of  his  master.  The  efficient  police  force  however,  pre- 
vented any  outbreak.  Weather  warm  and  mild.  Honey- 
suckle in  Franklin  Place  leaved  out ;  elm  trees  beginning  to 
show  their  blossoms.  The  country  begins  to  look  like  spring. 
The  grass  has  started,  and  the  face  of  all  nature  looks  gay,  as 
if  it  were  just  about  to  break  forth  with  the  smile  of  spring. 

10.  Fast  Day.  Beautiful ;  warm  and  bright.  Wind  soft 
and  warm  but  rather  high. 

12.  Exceedingly  cold  this  morning.  About  11,  a  snow 
squall;  —  enough  to  fill  the  air  somewhat,  but  not  enough 
to  leave  any  trace  on  the  ground.  This  morning  the  slave, 
Thomas  Sims,  who  was  arrested  on  the  4th,  was  carried  on 
board  the  brig  "  Acorn,"  which  sailed  for  Savannah.  Thus 
has  ended  one  of  the  most  exciting  scenes  it  has  been  the 
lot  of  Boston  to  witness  for  many  years.  God  help  him  in 
his  bondage. 

16.  On  Monday  evening  last,  a  storm  began  which  will 
be  long  remembered  in  Boston  as  the  Great  Storm  of  April, 
1851.  The  tide,  driven  by  the  northeast  wind,  invaded  the 
city.  India  Street  in  its  whole  length.  Milk  Street  as  far  as 
Congress  Street,  Sea  Street,  Commercial  Street,  State  Street 
as  far  as  Broad  Street,  India  Wharf,  Long  Wharf  and  Dock 
Square  were  covered  with  water,  the  waves  making  a  clean 
breach  over  them.     On  Central  and   Long  Wharves  and  in 
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India  Street,  the  depth  of  the  water  was  more  than  three 
feet.  On  India  and  Commercial  Streets,  the  roll  of  the 
waves  was  unbroken  until  they  dashed  against  the  stores, 
filling  cellars  and  flooding  the  stores  in  some  cases  to  more 
than  two  feet  deep.  The  tenants  of  the  cellars  on  Broad 
and  Ann  Streets  were  driven  from  their  dens,  like  so  many 
rats,  into  the  regions  above  ground,  while  tables,  chairs,  bed- 
steads and  other  articles  of  furniture  floated  at  random.  In 
the  cellars  of  the  Custom  House  Stores  on  Long  Wharf, 
boats  were  introduced  and  used  in  picking  up  the  floating 
articles.  I  saw  a  large  jolly-boat,  in  which  were  eight  men, 
moved  and  poled  around  the  head  of  Central  Wharf,  and  a 
stage  which  passed  in  front  of  the  Custom  House  went  over 
the  hubs  in  the  water. 

The  water  passed  from  State  Street  to  Broad  Street,  and 
at  the  corner  was  about  six  inches  in  depth  and  running  with 
great  speed.  At  the  North  End,  nearly  every  wharf  was 
submerged.  The  East  Boston  ferry  slip  was  inaccessible, 
and  passengers  were  obliged  to  get  off  the  boats  as  best  they 
could. 

The  Eastern  Railroad  Depot  was  about  two  feet  under 
water.  In  short,  the  whole  water  front  of  the  city  was  sub- 
merged to  various  depths,  the  greatest  being  more  than  four 
feet.  East  Boston  suffered  much.  All  the  works  of  the 
railroad  were  under  water,  and  in  the  engine  house  it  was 
two  feet  deep.  A  church  on  the  corner  of  Paris  and  De- 
catur Streets  was  blown  down.  At  Charlestown,  all  the 
wharves  were  under  water,  and  the  sea  made  a  complete 
breach  over  Chelsea  and  Charlestown  bridges.  The  steeple 
of  a  church  in  Charlestown  was  blown  down,  killing  a  milk- 
man and  his  horse  as  they  were  passing  at  the  time.  Many 
ships  were  much  injured,  and  two  or  three  sunk  on  the  flats. 
Between  South  Boston  and  Boston,  the  bridge  of  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  nearly  floated  away,  and  four  locomotives 
were  run  on  it  to  keep  it  in  place. 

Comparatively  little  can  as  yet  ascertained  of  the  full  ex- 
tent of  the  storm,  but  it  gave  a  good  comparative  view  of 
the  power  of  the  sea  in  its  might,  and  the  insignificance  of 
man  in  his  attempt  to  resist  its   advance.     In    the   streets 
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the  loose  lumber  and  casks  sailing  about  in  every  direction 
caused  much  sport  for  the  spectators,  and  on  the  railroad 
tracks  of  the  Worcester  Road  where  it  crosses  beneath  Wash- 
ington Street,  there  ran  a  mighty  stream,  deep  and  strong, 
stopping  the  cars  the  other  side  of  the  Tremont  Street 
bridge,  and  bringing  with  it  multitudes  of  fish,  one  of  which, 
captured  when  the  water  had  receded,  I  saw.  It  was  of  the 
kind  known  as  lump  fish,  and  was  about  nine  inches  long. 
It  is  comparatively  a  rare  fish,  and  seldom  caught  except  in 
deep  waters. 

Much  of  the  railroad  track  on  the  Eastern  and  Old  Colony 
Railroads  and  some  on  the  Boston  &  Maine  has  been  washed 
away. 

17.  More  and  more  news,  sad  and  disastrous.  Ships 
ashore  on  the  coast,  buildings  blown  down  and  bridges  car- 
ried away,  railroads  impassable,  and  human  life  sacrificed  to 
the  fury  of  the  elements.  The  iron  lighthouse  on  Minot's 
Ledge,  about  a  mile  off  the  Glades  at  Nantasket,  has  fallen 
before  the  fury  of  the  storm,  and  the  two  assistant  keepers 
drowned  or  crushed  among  the  fragments.  Mr.  Bennett, 
the  head  keeper,  came  up  to  the  city  on  Monday,  by  request 
of  the  Collector,  Mr.  Greeley,  to  procure  a  boat  and  appara- 
tus. When  he  returned  the  sea  was  so  high,  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  go  off  to  the  light.  He  awaited  anxiously 
day  by  day  the  result.  Yesterday  at  about  half-past  three 
in  the  afternoon  the  light  was  seen  standing ;  but  last  night 
the  light  was  not  seen,  and  this  morning  about  half-past  four, 
fragments  came  ashore  which  were  identified  beyond  a  doubt 
as  portions  of  the  wooden  parts  of  the  structure.  Among 
other  things  were  some  of  the  clothing  of  Mr.  Bennett  and 
the  others.  The  amount  of  injury  done  by  this  accident  so 
heart-rending,  when  reckoned  in  dollars,  amounts  to  many 
thousands.  But  the  loss  of  the  young  men,  Joseph  Wilson, 
aged  about  twenty  years,  and  Joseph  Antonio,  a  Portuguese, 
aged  about  twenty-five,  is  beyond  reparation. 

The  storm  extended  along  the  whole  coast,  and  the  papers 
from  all  sections  inland,  throughout  the  Southern  and  West- 
ern portions  of  New  England,  are  filled  with  details  of  the 
storm.     The  weather  to-day  has  been  of  all  sorts  except  fair. 
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It  has  hailed,  rained  and  snowed.     The  wind  still  hangs  in 
the  northeast. 

1 8.  Weather  the  same.  In  the  morning  it  snowed  for  an 
hour  or  so.  The  papers  still  teem  with  the  news  of  the  rav- 
ages of  the  storm.  All  doubts  are  at  length  at  rest  as  to  the 
Minot's  Ledge  light.  This  morning  the  rock  was  seen  at 
low  water,  bare  and  naked  as  it  was  before  the  erection  of 
the  lighthouse.  Mr.  Bennett  informed  the  editor  of  the 
Evening  Joiirnal  that  until  ten  o'clock  on  the  night  of  Wed- 
nesday, the  light  was  seen,  and  the  bell  attached  to  the 
building  heard  tolling  loudly ;  the  two  brave  young  men 
were  faithful  to  the  last.  At  about  that  time  a  sea  came 
along,  which  reached  an  altitude  of  sixty  feet,  and  broke  over 
the  house  where  Mr.  Bennett  lived.  It  is  supposed  that  this 
immense  wave  struck  the  upper  works  of  the  light,  and  lifted 
the  whole  structure  bodily  from  its  fastenings  and  cast  it 
into  the  sea,  where  it  must  soon  have  been  shattered  and  de- 
stroyed by  the  pounding  of  the  waves.  How  awful  must 
have  been  the  fate  of  its  two  keepers,  thus  to  be  hurled  into 
eternity  as  it  were  in  a  moment.  How  weak  and  insignifi- 
cant is  man  when  he  arrays  himself  in  opposition  to  the  ele- 
ments. All  along  the  shore  of  our  bay,  the  scene  during  the 
storm  has  been,  and  indeed  now  is  —  for  as  the  wind  still 
blows  from  the  same  quarter,  the  sea  continues  to  run  with 
more  than  ordinary  violence  —  awfully  grand  and  sublime. 
As  far  as  the  eye  can  extend  seaward,  the  surface  of  the 
ocean  is  boiling  and  foaming  as  if  old  Neptune,  frothing  with 
rage  was  surging  towards  the  land,  furious  to  devour  it. 

The  sullen  roar  of  the  waves  almost  stuns  the  beholder, 
while  charmed  with  its  grandeur,  he  lingers  on  the  shore. 
Now  it  comes,  heaving  and  swaying,  green  and  dark,  im- 
pelled by  an  irresistible  force,  rolled  in  from  far  beyond  the 
view  of  gazers,  until  meeting  the  barriers  of  the  shore,  it 
vainly  attempts  to  envelope  them.  See  it  mount  the  rocks, 
shattered  and  cragged ;  their  rugged  front,  furrowed  and 
roughened  by  the  contest,  throws  back  a  stern  defiance  to 
the  waves.  They  still  approach ;  they  meet ;  far  up  the 
crags  the  waters  mount ;  but  still  the  beetling  rock  holds  on. 
Back  from  its  side,  the  hissing  waters  glide,  defeated,  beaten, 
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driven  to  return,  again  to  muster  to  the  onset  and  again  re- 
treat. As  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  old  Neptune  is  in  arms 
and  foaming  for  the  charge  :  and  Boreas,  too,  has  buckled 
on  his  armor,  and  from  his  caverns,  called  his  legions  of  the 
North. 

19.  To-day  the  wind  hauled  to  the  north,  and  after  a 
strong  and  desperate  struggle,  the  sun  conquered  and  came 
out  just  long  enough  to  make  us  more  deeply  lament  his 
concealment  again  by  the  fog,  which  a  change  of  the  wind  to 
the  east  about  4  P.  M.  brought  up.  The  papers  to-night  re- 
port that  the  rock  upon  which  the  lighthouse  stood,  was  seen 
to-day,  and  the  iron  pins,  upon  which  the  lantern  was  built, 
were  seen,  still  fixed  in  the  rock,  broken  off  at  heights  rang- 
ing from  three  to  six  feet,  and  inclined  considerably  to  the 
westward.  The  centre  pile  was  upright  and  broken  about 
six  feet  from  the  rock.  The  inference  from  this  is  that  the 
force  of  the  wave  gradually  forced  the  lighthouse  from  its 
perpendicular,  until  it  at  last  yielded  to  a  sea  of  extraordi- 
nary force  and  fell.  It  was  no  doubt  immediately  broken 
into  fragments  and  washed  into  deep  water.  How  horrible 
must  have  been  the  condition  of  the  two  young  men  as  they 
felt  themselves  thus  gradually  sinking  into  eternity.  Yet 
faithful  to  the  last,  they  warned  others  of  their  danger,  until 
engulfed  in  the  waves,  all  was  darkness  and  silence,  save  the 
ceaseless  roar  of  the  sea,  playing  in  frantic  fury  over  the  spot, 
as  if  howling  in  demoniacal  gladness  at  the  havoc  it  had 
caused. 

The  papers  are  yet  full  of  the  ravages  of  the  storm,  whose 
details  fill  so  many  columns,  and  collected  from  such  distant 
sources,  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  them  all  here.  From  the 
extremity  of  Maine  to  the  southern  limit  of  New  England 
arises  one  universal  requiem  of  woe.  Inland,  as  well  as  on 
the  seaboard,  the  sound  of  lamentation  is  heard ;  the  future 
historian  will  speak  of  the  events  of  the  past  week  as  the 
Great  Storm  of  185 1.  God  in  His  mercy  grant  that  we  may 
be  spared  another  such  visitation. 

It  seems  to  me  proper  to  read  a  description  in  poetry  of 
that  which  has  just  been  read  to  you  in  prose. 
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THE   LIGHTHOUSE  OF   MINOT'S   LEDGE. 

(S.  C.  I.  Briggs  in  Chamber's  Magazine.) 

Three  leagues  from  the  shore  in  Boston  Bay, 

On  a  rocky,  ragged  ledge 
There  rises,  grim  and  gaunt  and  gray. 

The  Lighthouse  of  Minot's  Ledge  ; 
And  the  great  Atlantic's  rolling  tide 

Breaks  over  it,  foaming  high. 
As  it  sends  a  warning  far  and  wide 

O'er  sand  and  sea  and  sky. 

Ere  that  tower  was  raised,  in  the  olden  days, 

Another  lighthouse  stood. 
Propped  on  the  rock  upon  iron  stays  ; 

And  the  keepers  deemed  it  good. 
Both  wanderers  they  from  a  distant  strand, 

Far  over  the  alien  seas  ; 
A  fair-haired  son  of  the  Fatherland 

And  a  dark-eyed  Portuguese. 

But  there  came  a  day  when  a  storm  befell 

That  baffled  human  guile, 
And  all  day  long  the  powers  of  hell 

Beat  on  that  doomed  pile. 
And  all  day  long  the  folk  on  the  beach 

Gazed  on  the  awful  sight, 
And  moaned  that  no  mortal  help  could  reach. 

And  shuddered  to  think  of  night. 

Night  fell ;  and  the  storm  raged  on  apace. 

But  the  lamp  was  lighted  true  ; 
And  the  winds  and  the  waters  ran  their  race. 

As  the  tide  rolled  thundering  through. 
Ah  !  the  shocks  were  hard  and  the  strain  was  long. 

And  the  swaying  stanchions  broke  ; 
But  the  lamp  shone  on,  now  dim,  now  strong, 

For  the  foam  rose  up  like  smoke. 

Then  the  great  weird  fog  bell,  struck  by  the  sea. 

Rang  out  its  own  death  knell. 
And  tolled  for  the  souls  that  escaped  and  were  free, 

When  their  faithless  dwelling  fell ; 
Then  the  lamp  went  out  in  that  awful  rout, 

And  the  bell  tolled  on  through  the  night ; 
One  corpse  was  washed  on  the  shore  at  morn. 

One  never  came  to  light. 
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Their  alien  names  are  forgotten  quite 

By  an  English-speaking  race, 
But  the  fame  of  their  gallant  watch  that  night 

Still  clings  to  their  ancient  place  ; 
And  they  talk  in  the  great  strong  tower  on  the  strand, 

When  the  storm-wind  rides  on  the  seas, 
Of  that  fair-haired  boy  of  the  Fatherland 

And  the  dark-eyed  Portuguese. 

20.  Snowed  and  rained  all  the  morning.  Not  much  wind. 
Streets  filled  with  slush  and  upon  the  whole  exceedingly  dis- 
agreeable. 

22.  To-day  for  the  first  time  in  ten  days  the  sun  has  shone, 
warm  and  bright.  Agreeably  to  an  announcement  in  the 
papers,  a  vast  concourse  filled  Bowdoin  Square  eagerly  await- 
ing the  appearance  of  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  who  at  the  time 
was  sojourning  at  the  Revere  House.  The  crowd  assembled 
in  such  numbers,  was  the  subject  of  much  congratulation,  on 
account  of  the  recent  action  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  who 
had  refused  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  to  a  large  and  most  re- 
spectable body  of  petitioners  of  all  parties,  who  were  desir- 
ous of  meeting  Mr.  Webster  to  assure  him  of  their  respect 
and  hear  him  speak  upon  the  great  and  absorbing  topics  of 
the  day. 

This  unaccountable  refusal  was  defended  on  the  part  of 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  on  the  ground  of  having  just 
passed  safely  through  a  very  exciting  period,  during  the  time 
while  the  slave  Thomas  Sims  was  held  in  custody,  and  until 
the  decision  to  restore  him  to  his  master  was  finally  given  ; 
and  also  because  of  having  just  refused  the  hall  to  certain 
parties,  mostly  abolitionists  of  the  extreme  faction,  who 
wished  to  meet  and  discuss  the  constitutionality  of  the  fugi- 
tive slave  law  so  called  ;  in  view  of  this  course  already  pur- 
sued, consistency  required  that  they  should  also  deny  the  use 
of  the  hall  to  the  other  side  —  that  is,  those,  who  believing 
in  the  propriety  and  constitutionality  of  that  law,  wished  to 
give  a  mark  of  their  regard  and  esteem  to  one,  who,  on  all 
sides  and  by  all  sober  and  truly  patriotic  men,  is  esteemed 
to  have  done  more  than  any  other  to  prevent  disunion  and 
ruin  among  the  States.     Petty  malice  and  small  men. 
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When  the  refusal  of  the  hall  was  made  public,  a  burst  of 
indignation  arose  universally.  Even  those  who  hold  that  Mr. 
Webster  had  done  more  than  any  other  man  to  rivet  the 
fetters  of  the  slave,  cried  out  "  Shame  !  Let  him  be  heard 
and  clear  himself  if  he  can,"  and  epithets,  anything  but  flat- 
tering and  complimentary,  were  freely  and  vehemently  ap- 
plied to  the  unfortunate  men  who  had  refused  the  use  of  the 
hall. 

At  this  juncture  the  Common  Council,  numbering  forty- 
eight  (the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen  numbering  nine), 
unanimously  resolved  that  they  viewed  with  regret  the  vote  of 
the  other  body  of  the  city  government,  and  after  a  very  warm 
eulogium  upon  Mr.  Webster,  voted  that  he  be  requested  to 
meet  a  committee  of  that  body,  with  such  of  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  as  might  join,  upon  a  date  convenient  to  him,  to 
receive  their  congratulations  upon  the  present  condition  of 
affairs,  so  grateful  to  every  true  lover  of  his  country,  and  also 
their  acknowledgments  for  the  conspicuous  part  he  himself 
had  performed  in  the  alarming  crisis,  just  passed  so  happily 
and  safely.  This  brought  the  other  board  to  their  senses, 
and  at  a  meeting  for  the  purpose,  they  rescinded  their  former 
vote,  and  after  stating  that  they  yielded  to  no  other  body  in 
their  respect  and  veneration  for  Mr.  Webster,  invited  him  to 
address  them  and  such  of  the  citizens  as  might  wish  to  hear 
him,  in  Faneuil  Hall  on  a  date  agreeable  to  him.  This  was 
doing  what  was  right.  But  time  pressed,  and  agreeably  to 
the  notice  in  the  papers,  an  immense  concourse  filled  Bow- 
doin  Square,  and  every  window  from  which  the  orator  could 
be  seen. 

At  eleven  o'clock  Mr.  Webster  appeared,  and  was  received 
with  the  most  enthusiastic  cheering.  At  length  silence  was 
restored,  and  Mr.  Webster,  in  a  voice  broken  with  emotion, 
acknowledged  in  most  heartfelt  terms,  his  gratification  at 
their  kind  and  sympathizing  reception  of  him.  His  speech 
was  frequently  interrupted  by  cheering,  and  though  not  long, 
was  one  which  went  home  to  his  audience,  every  one  of  them. 
On  his  retiring,  he  was  cheered  with  three  times  three,  and 
the  audience  quietly  dispersed.  This  spontaneous  gathering 
of  such  a  concourse  must  have  convinced  him  and  all  others, 
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that  whatever  may  be  the  feelings  of  a  few  partisans,  led 
away  by  fanaticism  and  blind  devotion  to  an  idea,  the  mass  of 
the  people  are  in  heart  and  feeling  with  him,  and  uphold  him. 
God  bless  him  and  spare  him  long  to  advise  and  counsel  us. 
The  following  is  Mr.  Webster's  speech  :  — 

Fellow-Citizens  of  Boston  :  You  rather  take  me  by  surprise 
this  morning  —  but  it  is  a  very  agreeable  surprise.  I  am  as  much 
pleased  to  see  your  cheerful  and  satisfied  faces  as  I  am  to  see  again 
the  face  of  that  luminary  which  shines  out  from  the  heavens  above 
us  ;  and  if,  gentlemen,  you  are  half  as  glad  to  see  me  as  I  am  to 
meet  you,  there  is  at  this  moment  a  great  quantity  of  happiness  and 
good  feeling  in  Bowdoin  Square. 

Gentlemen,  a  long  and  violent  convulsion  of  the  elements  has 
passed  away,  and  the  heavens  and  the  skies  smile  upon  us.  There 
is  often  an  analogy  between  occurrences  in  the  natural  world  and 
occurrences  in  the  moral  and  political  world,  and  sometimes  political 
agitations  pass  away  bringing  after  them  sunshine,  joy  and  gladness. 
May  it  be  so  now.  I  greet  you  as  citizens  of  Boston,  I  welcome 
you,  I  offer  you  my  heart  and  hand  with  the  deepest  gratitude  for 
what  you  and  your  fathers  have  done  for  me,  from  the  days  of  my 
early  manhood,  when  I  came  from  the  North  to  throw  myself  among 
you,  to  partake  of  your  fortunes,  for  good  or  for  evil,  to  the  end  of 
my  life. 

1  am  not  vain  enough  to  suppose,  fellow-citizens,  that  I  have  done 
any  essential  service  to  my  country  in  my  day  and  generation.  If  I 
have  so  done,  however  little  or  however  much  it  may  be,  I  owe  it 
mainly  to  the  constant,  the  warm,  the  unwavering  friendship  and 
support  of  the  people  of  Boston.  I  am  bound  the  way  of  all  the 
earth.  I  shall  ere  long  follow  your  fathers  and  my  fathers  to  my 
last  home.  But  while  I  live  and  breathe,  while  I  have  the  power 
of  language  or  of  thought,  while  my  heart  beats  or  my  tongue 
moves,  I  shall  feel  and  I  shall  speak  of  Boston  as  the  cherished 
object  of  my  public,  political,  I  may  say,  friendly  regard. 

Gentlemen,  you  do  not  expect  to  hear  from  me  to-day  any  dis- 
course. I  come  to  see  you  and  you  come  to  see  me.  It  is  not  an 
occasion  for  the  discussion  of  any  political  topics.  You  do  not 
expect  me  to  detain  you  from  your  affairs  when  I  rehearse  any 
opinions  of  my  own,  or  state  the  grounds  of  those  opinions.  But 
let  me  congratulate  you,  and  let  me  ask  you  to  congratulate  me,  that 
the  events  of  the  last  year  or  two  have  placed  us  under  better 
auspices.     We   see  clearer,  we  breathe   freer,  we  feel  a  new  assur- 
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ance  that  our  political  institutions,  the  rich  blessings  and  inherit- 
ance which  we  derive  from  our  fathers,  will  endure,  be  perpetual, 
be  immortal,  if  any  institution  of  man  on  earth,  can  be  immortal ! 

Yes,  fellow  citizens,  the  youngest  of  your  children,  the  youngest 
of  your  grandchildren,  will  grow  up  to  manhood,  in  the  proud  feel- 
ing that  they  are  born  to  an  inheritance  of  imperishable  liberty  in 
these  United  States  of  North  America,  and  in  this  ancient  and 
beloved,  —  I  say  beloved,  and  to  be  always  venerated  under  all 
circumstances  —  beloved  and  venerated  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Why,  fellow  citizens,  we  need  not  be  vain,  we  need  not  be  too 
much  self  satisfied,  but  after  all,  who  is  there  among  you  at  this 
moment  that  would  exchange  his  political  and  social  condition  for 
that  which  befalls  the  inhabitant  or  the  resident  of  any  other 
country  under  the  wide  scope  of  the  canopy  which  is  over  us  ? 
Where  would  you  go  with  satisfaction  ?  You  would  stay  under  the 
institutions  of  your  country  with  satisfaction  ;  you  would  enjoy  that 
political  power  which  is  so  universally  disseminated  on  popular 
principles,  with  satisfaction  and  gratification.  For  here  every 
citizen  feels  he  is  a  man.  If  he  is  one  of  the  governed  he  is  also 
one  of  the  governors,  and  he  has  a  voice  in  every  transaction  of 
public  policy  and  national  concern.  Let  others  say  what  they  will ; 
let  others  commend  what  they  please ;  let  them  like  either  a  more 
royal,  a  more  despotic,  or  a  more  democratic  form  of  goverment,  — 
for  myself,  and  I  believe  I  may  speak  for  you,  we  are  satisfied  with 
our  condition  as  people  of  the  United  States  and  citizens  of  Massa- 
chusetts—  living  under  a  free,  popular  and  glorious  representative 
government,  which  makes  us  known  favorably  all  over  the  world. 

Gentlemen,  let  us  despair  of  nothing  in  behalf  of  our  country ; 
we  see  it  growing  in  prosperity.  We  shall  see  that  the  returning 
sense  of  the  community,  the  great  principle  of  love  of  liberty  — 
and  we  might  add,  and  I  would  add,  with  all  the  emphasis  that  I 
can  pour  out  of  my  heart  —  the  love  of  Union,  will  keep  us  together. 
If  I  had  ten  thousand  voices,  if  I  could  speak  so  as  to  be  heard  on 
the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  if  I  could  gather  around  me  the  whole  of 
this  vast  nation,  I  would  say  fellow  citizens,  union,  union,  UNION, 
now  and  forever ! 

What  are  all  these  petty  distinctions ;  what  are  all  these  cavils, 
and  questions,  and  sectional  quarrels.  They  are  not  the  dust  in 
the  balance.  They  are  not  fit  to  inhabit  the  heart  of  a  true  Ameri- 
can, for  the  heart  of  a  true  American  embraces  his  whole  country, 
and  if  it  is  not  big  enough  for  that  he  had  better  tear  it  out  and 
throw  it  from  his  bosom. 
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I  have  said,  gentleman,  that  the  little  I  have  done,  if  I  have  done 
anything  for  good,  is  mainly  attributable  to  the  support  which  you 
and  your  brothers  and  your  fathers  have  given  me  here  in  the  city 
of  Boston.  I  am  not  ungrateful  for  it ;  as  I  have  found  you  in 
times  past  I  find  you  now,  and  I  am  sure  I  shall  continue  to  find 
you ;  and  let  me  say  to  you,  let  me  entreat  you  this  day  to  deliver 
it  to  your  children  what  I  say  —  that  as  Boston  found  me  thirty 
years  ago  she  finds  me  to-day,  without  variation  or  the  shadow  of 
change — and  I  shall  go  to  my  grave  full  of  the  deep  gratitude 
which  I  cherish  for  her  and  her  support  of  me  in  my  political  course 
thus  far  through  life. 

Gentlemen,  I  bid  you  an  affectionate  adieu.  By  the  blessing  of 
God  I  shall  see  you  again,  under  circumstances,  it  may  be,  that  will 
enable  me  to  express  somewhat  at  large  my  opinions  upon  the 
present  state  of  things  in  this  country.  All  this,  gentlemen,  is  in  the 
hands  of  that  Providence  which  is  over  us.  To  Him  I  commend 
myself,  I  commend  you,  and  I  commend  all  the  great  interests  of 
our  own  dearly  beloved  country.     Gentlemen,  farewell. 

Loud  cheers  for  Mr.  Webster,  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union,  followed  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Webster's  remarks, 
while  from  the  windows  above  and  around  him,  bouquets  in 
great  profusion  fell  upon  him  from  the  hands  of  the  fair  forms 
who  occupied  them.  This  mark  of  approval  on  the  part  of 
his  fair  hearers  drew  from  Mr.  Webster  the  remark,  which  is 
far  more  true  than  poetic  —  "The  Ladies,  God  bless  them, 
they  are  all  for  Union." 

After  the  speech,  Mr.  Webster  retired  to  the  public  draw- 
ing room  of  the  hotel  and  a  large  number  of  the  citizens 
crowded  around  him  and  expressed  their  satisfaction  at  again 
seeing  him  and  hearing  him  speak.  Many  who  were  not  of 
the  same  political  faith,  shook  him  by  the  hand,  and  testified 
to  the  great  services  he  had  rendered  the  country.  In  the 
course  of  the  day,  he  appeared  in  State  Street,  when  the  same 
reception  followed  him  ;  crowds  attending  him. 

23.  The  die  is  cast.  This  afternoon  the  news  was  authen- 
ticated that  Charles  Sumner  was  elected  United  States 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  for  six  years  from  last  month. 
This  election  has  been  accomplished  by  one  of  the  most 
barefaced  and  unblushing  sacrifices  of  principle  ever  made  by 
any  party.     In  the  course  of  the  twenty  ballots,  no  efforts 
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the  Whig  party  were  approached  with  offers  of  money  to  in- 
duce their  vote  for  Sumner,  and  offices  in  the  gift  of  the 
Executive  were  freely  bestowed  upon  those  whose  votes  were 
thought  to  be  venal.  On  one  or  two  of  the  ballotings  more 
votes  were  cast  than  there  were  names  to  be  checked  by  the 
clerk,  and  upon  one  occasion  a  member  was  detected  putting 
in  two  votes,  so  nicely  fitted  to  each  other  and  the  corners 
folded,  that  it  almost  escaped  the  vigilance  of  the  committee. 
Upon  the  twentieth  ballot  he  had  193  votes,  just  enough  to 
elect  him.  So  Mr.  Charles  Sumner  is  Senator  in  the  United 
States  Senate  for  six  years.  If  he  has  any  sensibility,  and  is 
^  man  of  honorable  feelings,  the  price  at  which  he  has  pur- 
chased his  seat  must  sting  him  to  the  quick.  But  as  the 
Frenchman  said,  "  We  shall  see  what  we  shall  see." 

This  evening  the  Freesoilers  held  a  grand  pow-wow  at 
their  headquarters  in  the  Commonwealth  office,  at  the  corner 
of  Washington  and  State  Streets,  in  "Jip's  Pagoda,"  so 
called.  The  three  upper  stories  were  illuminated,  flags  were 
suspended  across  the  street,  and  100  rockets  were  let  off  from 
the  top  of  the  building.  Speeches  were  delivered  from  the 
balcony  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  Old  State  House,  and  a 
most  splendid  supper  was  given.  Thus  ended  one  of  the 
most  hardly-contested  elections  that  has  ever  been  held  in 
this  State.  In  addition  to  the  length  of  the  struggle,  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  detected  fraudulent  voting  and  bribery,  openly 
talked  about  in  the  newspapers,  and  called  up  by  one  of  the 
members  of  the  House  itself,  will  render  this  transaction  to 
the  end  of  time  a  standing  disgrace  to  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  and  a  monument  of  political  infamy  too  great 
to  be  soon  forgotten. 

I  would  say  briefly,  in  conclusion,  that  the  diarist  lived 
many  years  after  writing  the  lines  to  which  you  have  listened. 
He  lived  to  glory  in  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  the  great  work  it  accomplished  in  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  this  country,  and  also  to  glory  in  the  life  work  of 
Charles  Sumner  as  one  of  the  chief  exponents  of  that  party. 
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Barber,  Mrs.  Mary  C. 
Barnard,  James  M. 

Barrett,  Mrs.  John, 
Estate  of. 

Bartlett,  Mrs.  Sophia 
W. 

Blake,  Mrs.  Frank  D. 

Boston,  City  of,  by 
Thomas  N.  Hart, 
Mayor. 

Bowditch,  Charles  P., 
for  the  heirs  of  Na- 
thaniel I.  Bowditch, 

Brown,  Benjamin  F. 


Brown,  Edward  I. 

Chandler,     Benjamin 
W. 

Cleaves,  Converse. 


Cotter,  Percy  H. 
Crosby,  Stephen  M. 

Derry,  George  R. 

Downer,  Mrs.  Samuel 
Estate  of. 


Two  military  swords  used  in  American  wars. 
Photograph  of  an  oil  portrait  of  Chief  Justice  John 

Marshall. 
Silver  mug  and  two  silver  spoons  used  by  her  when 

a  pupil  at  the  Ursuline  Convent,   Charlestown, 

Mass.,  1834. 

Ames'   Almanac,    1766,    formerly   owned    by    Seth 

Wyman,  Marblehead,  Mass. 
Two-handled  watchman's  rattle. 
Copy  of  the  poem  "America"  in  the  handwriting 

of  the  author,  Samuel  F.  Smith.     (A  loan.) 

Two  parchment  deeds  dated  1673  ^^^  1680,  relat- 
ing to  land  covered  later  by  the  Green  Dragon 

Tavern. 
Minister's  chair  and  plaster  key  stone  of  the  pulpit 

arch    of    Charles    Street   Baptist   Church,    Rev. 

Daniel  Sharp,  D.  D.,  Pastor. 
Small  oak  box  (carved  in  China)  and  piece  of  oak 

from  the  frigate  "  Constitution." 
Commission  issued  to  Benjamin  W.  Chandler,  in 

18 18,  as  sergeant  in  the  First   Regiment,  First 

Division,  Third  Brigade,  Massachusetts  Militia. 
Photograph  of  Capt.  Samuel  Dewey,  the  hero  of 

the  decapitation  of  the  figure  head  of  the  frigate 

"Constitution,"    in  1834. 
Original  printed  copy  written   by  Cotton   Mather, 

1682. 
Iron   shield,    bearing   the   seal   of    Boston,   which 

was  formerly   on  the  West  Street   Gate   of  the 

Common. 
Two    lithograph    portraits    of    Isaac    B.    Sawtell, 

"  Yankee  Doodle." 
Oil  portraits  of  Major  Thomas  Melville  and  wife ; 

three-cornered  cocked  hat  and  small  clothes  worn 

by  Major  Melville. 
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DONOR . 


Eliot,  Mrs.  Samuel. 


Furness,  Dawes  E. 
Gaston,  Mrs.  William. 


Gay,  Frederick  L. 


Gilbert,  Shepard  D. 


Glover,  Joseph  B. 


Greenlaw,  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam P. 
Guild,  Curtis. 

Hewes,  Horace  G. 


Hicks,  Mrs.  H.  B. 

Hutchinson,  Allen. 

•Iconographic  Society. 
Jones,  William  P. 


Lamson,  Daniel  S. 

Lamson,  Frederick. 

Longfellow,  Miss  Alice 

M. 
Low,  John  G. 

Newell,  Miss  Ann  E. 
New-England  Historic 
Genealogical  Society. 
Norcross,  Mrs.  Otis. 

Orne,  Joel  S. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Photograph  of  a  portrait  of  Miss  Emily  Marshall, 
afterwards  Mrs.  William  Otis,  the  most  beautiful 
woman  of  her  day  in  Boston. 

Photograph  of  a  miniature  of  Rev.  Andrew  Eliot, 
D.  D. 

Photograph  of  an  oil  portrait  of  Laban  S.  Beecher, 
carver  of  the  figurehead  of  the  frigate  "Consti- 
tution." 

Steel  engravings  of  Rev.  Henry  Caner,  A.  M., 
Pres.  John  Adams,  and  Sir  William  Pepperell, 
Bart. ;  reprints  of  the  Pelham  Club. 

Lithograph  view  of  Boston,  about  1830;  Paris,  no 
date ;  hand  colored  lithograph  view  of  Boston, 
entitled  "  Vue  de  Boston  vers  le  Cale  du  Port ;  " 
no  date. 

Colored  lithograph  view  of  the  encampment  of  the 
N.  E.  Guards  at  Round  Hill,  Northampton, 
Mass.,  July  11,  1840. 

Photogravure  of  an  oil  portrait  of  John  Ward 
Dean. 

Document  relating  to  the  town  of  Boston,  signed 
by  William  Cooper,  town  clerk,  1780. 

Piece  of  tan  bark  from  the  site  of  an  ancient 
tannery  in  Post  Office  Sq. ;  found  when  the  ex- 
cavation for  the  Delta  Building  was  made. 

Pocket-book  marked  Anthony  Stoddard,  Boston, 
1739- 

Sugar  bowl  formerly  owned  by  Gov.  Thomas 
Hutchinson. 

Etching  of  the  Hancock  House. 

Belt  clasp  of  the  A.  and  H.  A.  Co.,  worn  in  i860 
at  the  reception  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  now 
Edward  VII. 

Miscellaneous  collection  of  newspapers;  "Colum- 
bian Centinel,"  and  others. 

Silver-plated  salver  formerly  used  in  the  Tremont 
House. 

Two  wood-cut  illustrations  of  the  "Feather  Store." 

Copper  bill-head  plate  of  the  Cornhill  Coffee  House, 

Charles  M.  Taft,  proprietor,  184-. 
Secretary  formerly  owned  by  Gov.  John  Hancock. 
Steel  portrait  of  Rev.  Edward  G.  Porter. 

Lithograph  of  a  Ladies'  Fair  for  the  Poor;  Music 
Hall,  March  8,  1857. 

Commission  as  ensign,  issued  to  Nathaniel  Bassam, 
Sept.  6,  1692 ;  signed  by  Sir  William  Phipps, 
Governor.  " 
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DONOR. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Parker  Charles  Hamil- 
ton, Estate  of. 

Parsons,  George  B. 
Prescott,  Walter  C. 


Purchased. 

Read,  Robert  M. 
Richardson,  Albert  L, 
Sherman,  James  H. 
Sleeper,  Charles  F. 


Smith,  Warren  Hop- 

kinson. 
Stodder,  G.  F. 
Turner,  Alfred  T. 

Warren,  J.  Collins. 


Welch,  William  L. 
Woods,  Henry  E. 


Steel  engraving,  entitled  "  Franklin  before  the 
Lords  in  Council  at  Whitehall  Chapel,  London, 
1774." 

Two  pieces  of  Continental  paper  money. 

Steel-engraved  notification  of  a  Masonic  meeting  at 
the  British  Coffee  House,  King  St.,  October  5, 
1764.     (A  loan.) 

Photograph  of  State  St.,  showing  mourning  deco- 
rations for  the  late  President  McKinley,  Septem- 
ber 19,  1901  ;  photograph  of  the  Liberty  Bell, 
in  Independence  Hall,  Philadelphia. 

Oil  portrait  of  Daniel  Webster  by  Lawson.  (A 
loan.) 

Commemorative  bronze  medal  of  the  centennial 
of  Mt.  Lebanon  Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  1901. 

Collection  of  ancient  documents  comprising  five 
agreements  and  one  will. 

Letter  written  by  Rev.  Thomas  Barnard,  Jr.,  of 
Salem,  Mass.,  August  10,  1775,  describing  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  etc. 

Pew  number  and  gallery  sign,  painted  on  tin ;  from 
the  Brattle  Street  Church. 

Collection  of  political  ballots,  1876. 

Bill  of  fare  at  the  opening  of  the  Tremont  House, 
October  26,  1829;  collection  of  menus. 

Photograph  of  an  original  copy  of  Burgess'  map 
of  Boston;  photograph  of  sword  and  scabbard 
carried  by  Gen.  Joseph  Warren  at  Bunker  Hill. 

Two  checks  of  the  Massachusetts  Bank,  January  8, 
1811. 

Cane  of  bent  pine,  bearing  a  carved  head  of  Presi- 
dent William  Henry  Harrison,  carried  in  the 
Harrison-Tyler  campaign  procession  in  Boston, 
in  1840,  by  Elijah  Thayer. 
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ADDITIONS   TO    THE   SOCIETY'S    LIBRARY,  1901. 


Donors. 


Adams,  Charles  Francis 

American  Historical  Association  . 

Amory,  Frederick 

Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Co 

Appleton,  Nathan 

Bolton,  Charles  K.        .         .         . 

Boston  Cemetery  Department 

Boston  Rapid  Transit  Commission 

Boston  Record  Commissioners 

Boston  Street  Commissioners 

Brigham,  Mrs.  Dora  T. 

Brown,  Francis  H.         ,         .         . 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  City  Clerk  of 

Candage,  Rufus  G.  F. 

Clark,  Benjamin  C.        .         .         . 

Crandon,  Edwin  S.        .         .         . 

Crocker,  George  G.       .         .         . 

Crocker,  George  U.       .         .         . 

Cunningham,  Henry  W. 

Dedham,  Mass.,  Historical  Society 

Duane,  Charles  W.        .         .         . 

Edison  Electric  Illuminating  Co.,  Boston 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

Folsom,  Albert  A.         .         .         . 

Guild,  Curtis         .... 

Hart,  Thomas  N.,  Mayor  of  Boston 

Hassam,  John  T.  ... 

Hecht,  Jacob  H 

Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio 
Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.       . 
Hudson,  John  E.,  Estate  of 
Insurance  Library  Association,  Boston 
Knapp,  George  B.         .         .         . 
Lane,  Lucius         .... 
Lawrence,  Mass.,  Public  Library 
Leighton,  Mrs.  John  W. 
Lexington,  Mass.,  Historical  Society 


Vols. 


60 
I 
2 
I 
I 

I 

6 

I 
I 

25 


Pam- 
phlets. 


IS 
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Donors. 

Vols. 

Pam- 
phlets. 

Lynn,  Mass.,  Historical  Society    .... 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  Historical  Association    . 

I 
I 

Massachusetts  Medical  Society     .... 
Massachusetts,  Secretary  of  State  of     . 

3 
I 

Massachusetts    Society,    Sons   of    the    American 
Revolution         ....... 

I 

Medford,  Mass.,  Historical  Society       .         .         . 
Mitchell,  Thomas  F . 

4 

16 

Morse,  L.  Foster 

I 

Munroe,  James  P 

2 

Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston       .... 

I 

New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society 

4 

New  England  Magazine,  Publishers  of 

2 

12 

New  England  Society  in  the  City  of  New  York     . 

I 

Newhall,  Charles  L 

I 

Newbury  Library,  Chicago,  111 

Noble,  John 

Old  Suffolk  Chapter,  S.  A.  R.,  Chelsea,  Mass.      . 

I 
I 

I 

O'Mallev,  Thomas  F 

Parker,  Charles  Hamilton,  Estate  of     . 

I 

I 

Peabody  Institute,  Danvers,  Mass. 

Pocumtuck  Valley  Association,  Deerfield,  Mass.    . 

I 
I 

Providence  Athenaeum,  Providence,  R.  I.    . 

I 

Purchased  by  the  Bostonian  Society 

19 

Reed,  George  B.   . 

I 

Richardson,  Albert  L 

I 

Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library        .... 
Sherman,  James  H.       .....         . 

3 

I 
I 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C. 

3 

Society  of  Colonial  Wars  in  Massachusetts  . 

I 

Syracuse,  N,  Y.,  Public  Library    .... 
Texas  Historical  Society 

I 
2 

United  States  Commissioners  of  Education  . 

I 

United  States  War  Department    .... 
Ware,  Horace  E 

I 

I 

Watkins,  Walter  K.       .....         . 

I 

12 

Woburn,  Mass.,  Public  Library     .... 
Yale  University 

I 
3 

180 

102 

Dr. 

1901. 
Jan.  I. 
Dec.  31. 
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Charles  F.  Read,  Treasurer,  in  account  with 


To  Cash  on  hand   ..... 
520  assessments         .... 
Sale  of  publications  .... 
Amount  transferred  from  Invested  Fund 
Interest     


$23  69 
2,600  00 

163  54 

1,000  00 
6  42 


$3,793  65 
Charles  F.  Read,   Treasurer,  in  account  with 


1901. 
Jan.      I. 
Sept.   6. 
Dec.  31. 

To  Cash  on  hand  .         .         .         . 
Balance  of  Sawyer  Legacy 
Life  Membership  Fees 
Interest     

.       $439  59 

153  53 

2,170  00 

1,092  30 

5»85S  42 


The  undersigned,  Committee  of  the  Bostonian  Society,  have  ex- 
amined the  Treasurer's  Account,  accounts  for  the  year  190 1,  and 
the  vouchers  therewith  presented,  and  hereby  certify  to  the  correct 
ness  of  the  same.  They  have  also  examined  the  Securities  of  the 
Society,  and  find  them  correct,  according  to  the  Treasurer's  State- 
ment. 

Curtis  Guild, 
Benj.  C.  Clark, 
Levi  L.  Willcutt, 

Boston,  Dec.  31,  1901.  Of  the  Finance  Committee. 
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the  BosTONiAN  Society,  Current  Fund.  Cr. 

1901. 

Dec.  31.     By  Salaries $2,371   25 

Rent,  City  of  Boston          .         .         .         .         100  00 

Insurance  ......  67  95 

Expenses  of  the  Committee  on  the  Rooms, 
for  the  care  of  the  rooms,  framing  and 
supplies  .         .         .         .         .         .         151   74 

Expenses  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 

for  books  and  binding    .         .         .         .  42  97 

Expenses  of  the  Committee  on  Member- 
ship, for  circular  letters  and  postage      .         195   13 
Expenses    of    the    Committee    on    Publica- 
tions, on  acct.  of  the  Colburn  Collection         190  00 
Expenses  for  Annual  Proceedings  and 
miscellaneous         .....         291   50 

Engravings    and  color  blocks  for  frontis- 
piece for  Annual  Proceedings         .         .  56  10 
Postage     .         .         .         .         .         .         .         125  50 

Miscellaneous   ......         199  00 

Balance  to  new  account     .         .         .         .  251 


the  BosTONiAN  Society,  Invested  Fund. 


1901. 
Dec.  31. 


By  Amount  transferred  to  Current  Fund 
Balance  in  N.  E.  Trust  Co. 


$3,793  6s 


)i,ooo  00 

2,85s  42 


$3,8S5  42 
The  Funds  of  the  Society  are  invested  in  the  following  securities, 
taken  at  par : 

City  of  Boston,  4  and  5%  Bonds  .  .  .  $11,000  00 
City  of  Providence,  3^%  "...  2,000  00 
City  of  Cleveland,  S%  "  •  •  ■  8,000  00 
City  of  Dayton,  S%  "  •  •  •  2,000  00 
State  of  Mass.,  3^%  "  ...  3,000  00 
Am.  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co.,  4%  Bonds  1,000  00 
On  deposit  N.  E,  Trust  Co 2,855  42 


E.  and  O.  E. 


$29,855  42 
CHARLES  F.  READ,  Treasurer. 


OFFICERS 


OF    THE 


BOSTONIAN   SOCIETY 


SINCE  ITS  ORGANIZATION. 


President. 
CURTIS    GUILD,  1881 


Clerks  and  Treasurers^ 


S.  Arthur  Bent      .     .  1890-1899 

*WlLLIAM    C.    BURRAGE  .    1886-189O 

James  M.  Hubbard      .  1884-1885 


*Daniel  T.  V.  HuNTOON  1 885-1 J 

*Samuel  M.  Quincy      .  i88i-i5 

Charles  F.  Read    .     .  iSqo  — 


Directors. 


*Thomas  J.  Allen     .     . 
*Thomas  C.  Amory  .     . 

William   S.  Appleton 
1890-1894. 
-  William    H.  Baldwin 

S.  Arthur  Bent  .     . 

Robert  R.  Bishop  . 

Joshua  P.  Bodfish  . 
*George  O.  Carpenter 

Benjamin  C.  Clark 

David  H.  Coolidge 
*Jacob  a.  Dresser   . 

Albert  A.  FoLtOM  . 

Curtis  Guild  .    .    . 


1886-1887 
I 884-1 889 
1881-1887 

1 884-1886 

1890 

1882-1884 

1885  


1895  

1891-1894 
1897  


John  T.  Hassam.     . 
*Hamilton  a.  Hill  . 
James   F.   Hunnewell 
John  Lathrop     .     . 
*Abbott  Lawrence  . 
William  H.  Lincoln 
William  T.  R.  Marvin 
Thomas  Minns     .     . 
*Edward  G.  Porter 
*Samuel  H.  Russell 
*Samuel  E.  Sawyer 
*WiLLiAM  W.  Warren 
*William  H.  Whitmore 
Levi  L.  Willcutt    .     , 


1881- 
1S83- 
1894 
1887- 
1882- 
1899 
1900 


-1890 
-1895 

-1899 
-1884 


-1900 
-1894 
1889 
-1890 
-1886 


1894 


*  Deceased, 
t  The  offices  of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  are  held  by  one  person. 


OFFICERS    FOR    1902. 


President 
CURTIS   GUILD 


Clerk  and  Treasurer 
Charles  F.  Read 
O.  address,  Old  State  House 


Curtis  Guild 
Joshua  P.  Bodfish 
Benjamin  C.  Clark 
James  F.  Hunnewell 


Directors 

Levi  L.  Willcutt 
David  H.  Coolidge 
Albert  A.  Folsom 
William  H.  Lincoln 


William  T.  R.  Marvin 


Committee  on  Finance 
Curtis  Guild  |  Benjamin  C.  Clark 

Levi  L.  Willcutt 


Levi  L.  Willcutt 
James  F.  Hunnewell 
David  H.  Coolidge 


Committee  on  Rooms 

Francis  H.  Manning 
Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr. 
The  President  and  Clerk 
ex-officiis 


James  L.  Whitney 
Francis  H.  Brown 
Albert  A.  Folsom 


Committee  on  the  Library 

William  Howell  Reed 
Walter  K.  Watkins 
The  Clerk 


Committee  on  Papers 
Zachary  T.  Hollingsworth       I  William  T.  R.  Marvin 

Edwin  D.  Mead  I  The  Clerk 


Committee  on  Publications 


Benjamin  C.  Clark 
RuFus  G.  F.  Candage 


John  W.  Farwell 
Edward  B.  Reynolds 


The  Clerk 


Benjamin  C.  Clark 
Albert  A.  Folsom 
Joseph  B.  Moors 


Committee  on  Membership 


Frederick  B.  Carpenter 
William  T.  Eustis 
The  Clerk 


HONORARY   MEMBERS 


Bent,  Samuel  Arthur 
*ChamberIain,  Mellen 


I    Matthews,  Nathan,  Jr. 
I    ♦O'Brien,  Hugh 
"Smith,  Samuel  Francis 


LIFE    MEMBERS 


Abbot,  Edwin  Hale 
Abbot,  Francis  Ellingvvood 
♦Abbott,  Marshall  Kittredge 
Adams,  Charles  Francis 
Adams,  Mrs.  Isabella  Hortense 
Addicks,  John  Edward 
Allan,  Mrs.  Anna 
Allen,  Miss  Clara  Ann 
♦Allen,  Elbridge  Gerry 
♦Allen,  James  Woodward 
♦Alley,  John  Robinson 
Ames,  Mrs.  Anna  Coffin 
Ames,  Charles  Gordon 
♦Ames,  Frederick  Lothrop 
♦Ames,  Oliver 

Ames,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Caroline 
Amory,  Arthur 
Amory,  Francis  Inman 
Amory,  Frederic!: 
Andrews,  Frank  William 
Andrews,  John  Adams 
Angell,  Henry  Clay 
Anthony,  Silas  Reed 
Appleton,  Mrs.  Emily  Warren 
Appleton,  Nathan 
Appleton,  William  Sumner 
♦Armstrong,  George  Washington 


Atherton,  Joseph  Ballard 
Atherton,  Miss  Lily  Bell 
♦Atkins,  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth 
♦Austin,  James  Walker 
Ayer,  James  Bourne 
Bacon,  Mrs.  Louisa  Crowninshield 
Badger,  Arthur  Campbell 
Badger,  Daniel  Bradford 
Badger,  Erastus  Beethoven 
♦Bailey,  Joseph  Tilden 
Baker,  Miss  Charlotte  Alice 
♦Baker,  Mrs.  Ellen  Maria 
♦Baker,  Richard 
♦Ballister,  Joseph  Fennelly 
♦Ballister,  Miss  Minetta  Josephine 
Bancroft,  Cornelius  Cheever 
Barnes,  Charles  Benjamin,  Jr. 
♦Barrett,  Edwin  Shepard 
Barron,  Clarence  Walker 
Barry,  John  Lincoln 
Barry,  John  Lincoln,  Jr. 
Bartlett,  Francis 
Beal,  James  Henry 
Beal,  William  Fields 
Beatty,  Franklin  Thomason 
Beebe,  James  Arthur 
♦Benson,  George  Wiggin 

Deceased, 
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Bigelow,  Albert  Smith 
*Bigelow,  George  Brooks 
Bigelow,  Joseph  Smith 
Bigelow,  William  Sturgis 
Black,  George  Nixon 
Blake,  Clarence  John 
Blake,  Francis 

*  Blake,  Mrs.  Sarah  Putnam 
*Blake,  Stanton 

Blake,  William  Payne 
*Blanchard,  Samuel  Stillman 
Blaney,  Dwight 
Bodfish,  Joshua  Peter 
Bowditch,  Alfred 
Bowditch,  Ernest  William 
Bradford,  Martin  Luther 
Bradford,  William  Bowes 
*Bradlee,  Caleb  Davis 
Bradlee,  Frederick  Josiah 
Bradlee,  Frederick  Wainwright 

*  Bradlee,  Josiah  Putnam 
Bradley,  Jerry  Payson 
Brayley,  Arthur  Wellington 
Bremer,  John  Lewis 
Bremer,  Samuel  Parker 
Brewer,  William  Dade 
Briggs,  Lloyd  Vernon 
Brooks,  John  Henry 
Brooks,  Lawrence 
Brooks,  Peter  Chardon 
Brooks,  Shepherd 
Brown,  George  Washington 
Brown,  John  Coffin  Jones 
*Browne,  Charles  Allen 
*Browne,  Edward  IngersoU 

*  Browne,  William  Andrews 
Burbank,  Alonzo  Norman 
Burnham,  John  Appleton 
Burr,  Miss  Annie  Lane 
Burrage,  Albert  Cameron 
*Burrage,  William  Clarence 
Cabot,  Arthur  Tracy 
Candage,  Mrs.  Ella  Marie 
Candage,  Rufus  George  Frederick 
Candler,  John  Wilson 

*  Carpenter,  George  Oliver 


Carpenter,  George  Oliver 

Carpenter,  Mrs.  Maria  Josephine 

Carr,  John 

Carruth,  Charles  Theodore 

Center,  Joseph  Hudson 

Chandler,  Cleveland  Angler 

*Chapin,  Nahum 

Chase,  Caleb 

Chase,  George  Bigelow 

Chase,  Sidney 

Chase,  Stephen 

*Chase,  Theodore 

Cheney,  Mrs.  Emmeline 

Child,  Dudley  Richards 

Church,  Herbert  Bleloch 

Clapp,  Mrs.  Caroline  Dennie 

Clark,  Charles  Edward 

Clark,  John  Spencer 

Clark,  Miss  Nancy  Joy 

Clark,  Nathan  Freeman 

*Clarke,  Mrs.  Alice  de  Vermandois 

Clay,  Thomas  Hart 

Clementson,  Sidney 

Cleveland,  Mrs.  Corinne  Maud 

*Codman,  John,  2nd 

Codman,  Ogden,  Jr. 

Coffin,  Frederick  Seymour 

*Colburn,  Jeremiah 

Collamore,  Miss  Helen 

Converse,  Elisha  Slade 

Coolidge,  Algernon,  Jr. 

Coolidge,  David  Hill 

Coolidge,  Mrs.  Helen  Whittington 

Coolidge,  Joseph  Randolph 

Coolidge,  Thomas  Jefferson,  Jr. 

Corbett,  Alexander,  Jr. 

Cory,  Charles  Barney 

Cotting,  Charles  Edward 

Crandon,  Edwin  Sanford 

Crocker,  George  Glover 

Crocker,  Mrs.  Sarah  Haskell 

*Crosby,  Charles  Augustus  Wilkins 

*Crowninshield,  Benjamin  William 

Cummings,  Thomas  Cahill 

Cunningham,  Henry  Winchester 

Curtis,  Caleb  Agry 


*  Deceased. 
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Curtis,  Charles  Pelham 

Curtis,  Mrs.  Eliza  Fox 

Curtis,  Mrs.  Harriot 

Curtis,  Henry  Pelham 

Curtiss,  Frederick  Haines 

*Cutter,  Abram  Edmands 

*Cutter,  Benjamin  French 

Cutter,  Watson  Grant 

Daniell,  Moses  Grant 

Davis,  Ephraim  Collins 

Davis,  George  Henry 

Davis,  James  Clarke 

*Davis,  Joseph  Alba 

Davis,  Mrs.  Mary  Cheney 

Davis,  William  Henry 

*Day,  William  Francis 

*Dean,  Benjamin 

*Dean,  John  Ward 

*Dean,  Luni  Albertus 

*Deblois,  Stephen  Grant 

*Denny,  Daniel 

*Dewing,  Benjamin  Hill 

Dexter,  Morton 

Dexter,  William  Sohier 

*Dill,  Thomas  Bradford 

Dillaway,  William  Edward  Lowell 

Dodd,  George  Davis 

*Dorr,  Francis  Oliver 

Dorr,  George  Bucknam 

Draper,  Eben  Sumner 

Dupee,  Henry  Dorr 

*Dupee,  James  Alexander 

*Dwight,  Edmund 
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Jernegan,  Holmes  Mayhew 
Johnson,  Edward  Crosby 
Johnson,  Hiram 
Jones,  Benjamin  Mitchell 


*  Deceased. 
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Jones,  Clarence  William 
Jones,  Mrs.  Sarah  Gavett 
Jones,  William  Parker 
Kellogg,  Charles  Wetmore 
Kennedy,  Miss  Louise 
Kent,  Prentiss  Mellen 
King,  Daniel  Webster 
Knapp,  George  Brown 
Knowles,  Henry  Miles 
Ladd,  Babson  Savilian 
Lane,  John  Ballard 
Lathrop,  John 
•Lawrence,  Edward 
Lawrence,  Francis  William 
Lawrence,  William 
Lawrie,  Andrew  Westcott 
Leatherbee,  Charles  William 
Lee,  George  Cabot 
Leverett,  George  Vasmer 
Lewis,  Mrs.  John  Allen 
Lincoln,  Albert  Lamb,  Jr. 
Lincoln,  Solomon 
Lincoln,  William  Edward 
Lincoln,  William  Henry 
Little,  Samuel 
Livermore,  George  Brigham 
Livermore,  Thomas  Leonard 
Locke,  Charles  Augustus 
Lockwood,  Rhodes 
Longfellow,  Miss  Alice  Mary 
Longfellow,  Richard  King 
Lord,  David  Joy 
Loring,  Miss  Mary  James 
Lovering,  Charles  Taylor 
Lowney,  Walter  McPherson 
Lunt,  William  Wallace 
Lyman,  Miss  Florence 
Lyman,  George  Hinckley 
Mack,  Miss  Eleanor  Stevens 
Macullar,  Charles  Edward 
Mandell,  Samuel  Pierce 
Mann,  Jonathan  Harrington 
Mason,  Henry  Lowell 
May,  Miss  Eleanor  Goddard 
May,  John  Joseph 
McCarthy,  William 


McClellan,  William  Beattie 

McDonald,  James  Athanasius 

McGlenen,  Edward  Webster 

Mclntyre,  Peter 

McLellan,  Edward 

Mead,  Edwin  Doak 

Means,  Charles  Johnson 

Means,  James 

Merrill,  William  Edward 

Merritt,  Edward  Percival 

Metcalf,  Albert 

Metcalf,  Henry  Brewer 

Meyer,  George  von  Lengerke 

Meyer,  Miss  H61oise 

Miller,  Henry  Franklin 

Minot,  Laurence 

Mitchell,  Thomas  Spencer 

Monks,  Richard  Joseph 

Moody,      Mrs.      Elizabeth      Dana 

Henchman 
Moors,  Joseph  Benjamin 
Morrison,  Mrs.  Emily  Marshall 
Morse,  Miss  Annie  Conant 
Morse,  Henry  Curtis 
Morse,  Jacob 
Morse,  John  Torrey 
Morton,  John  Dwight 
Moseley,  Frank 
Myrick,  Nathan  Sumner 
Naphen,  Henry  Francis 
Nash,  Bennett  Hubbard 
Nash,  Herbert 
Nash,  Nathaniel  Gushing 
Newhall,  Charles  Lyman 
Newhall,  George  Warren 
Nichols,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Louisa 
Nichols,  Francis  Henry 
Nickerson,  Andrew 
Noble,  John 
Nolte,  George  Henry 
Nottage,  Henry  Bailey 
O'Brien,  Edward  Francis 
OBrion,  Thomas  Leland 
O'Meara,  Stephen    , 
Otis,  Herbert  Foster 
Otis,  Mrs.  Margaret 
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Paine,  Charles  Jackson 
Paine,  Robert  Treat 
Palmer,  Bradley  Webster 
Palmer,  Ezra 
Parker,  George  Francis 
Parker,  Ross 
Parsons,  Albert  Stevens 
Peabody,  Francis  Howard 
Peabody,  Frank  Everett 
Peabody,  Mrs.  Gertrude 
Pearmain,  Sumner  Bass 
Peirson,  Charles  Lawrence 
*Perkins,  Charles  Brooks 
Perkins,  James  Dudley 
Perry,  Mrs.  Olive  Augusta 
Peters,  Francis  Alonzo 
Pettigrove,  Frederick  George 
Phelps,  George  Henry 
Phillips,  Elijah  Brigham 
Phipps,  Benjamin 
Pierce,  Wallace  Lincoln 
PijDer,  Henry  Augustus 
Poor,  Clarence  Henry 
Porter,  Alexander  Silvanus 
Powers,  Patrick  Henry 
Prang,  Louis 
Pridee,  William  Henry 
Priest,  George  Henry 
Pritchett,  Henry  Smith 
Proctor,  Henry  Harrison 
Putnam,  George  Franklin 
Putnam,  Henry  Ware 
Rand,  Arnold  Augustus 
Read,  Charles  French 
Read,  William 
Redfern,  Benjamin  Franklin 
Reynolds,  Edwin  Belcher 
Rhodes,  Stephen  Holbrook 
Rice,  Harry  Lee 
Rich,  James  Rogers 
Richardson,  Maurice  Howe 
Rodman,  Samuel  William 
Rodocanachi,  John  Michael 
Rogers,  Gorham 
Rogers,  Mrs.  William  Barton 
Russell,  Edward 


Russell,  Frank  Axtell 
Russell,  Thomas  Hastings 
Saben,  Edward  Emerson 
Sargent,  Mrs.  Aimee 
Sargent,  Arthur  Hewes 
Sawyer,  Timothy  Thompson 
Sawyer,  Warren 
Schirmer,  Frank  Anton 
Schouler,  James 
Seabury,  Frank 
Sears,  Francis  Bacon 
Sears,  George  Oliver 
Sears,  Herbert  Mason 
Sears,  William  Richards 
Sergeant,  Charles  Spencer 
Shaw,  Mrs.  Annie  Whipple 
Shuman,  Samuel 
Skillings,  David  Nelson 
Slade,  Lucius 
Smith,  Albert  Oliver 
Smith,  Charles  Card 
Smith,  William  Eustis 
Snelling,  Nathaniel  Greenwood 
*Snow,  Samuel  Thomas 
Soule,  Horace  Homer,  Jr. 
Sowdon,  Arthur  John  Clark 
Spaulding,  John  Taylor 
Spear,  Edmund  Doe 
Speare,  Alden 

Sprague,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rebecca 
Sprague,  Henry  Harrison 
Spring,  Charles  Wright 
Sprout,  William  Bradford 
Stanwood,  Arthur  Grimes 
Stearns,  James  Pierce 
Stevens,  Benjamin  Franklin 
Stevens,  Francis  Herbert 
Story,  Joseph 
Stowe,  William  Edward 
Stowell,  Francis 
Stratton,  Charles  Edwin 
Strong,  Edward  Alexander 
Sullivan,  Richard 
Swan,  Charles  Herbert 
Swan,  Robert  Thaxter 
Swan,  Walter  Sampson 
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Sweet,  Everell  Fletcher 
*Sweetser,  John 
Thayer,  Bayard 
Thayer,  Nathaniel 
*Thomas,  Henry  Andrew 
Throckmorton,     John     Wakefield 

Francis 
Titus,  Mrs.  Nelson  Virgil 
Tolman,  James  Pike 
Torrey,  Benjamin  Barstow 
Trask,  William  Blake 
Tucker,  Frederick  Manning 
Tucker,  William  Austin 
Turner,  Henry  Richmond 
Tuttle,  Joseph  Henry 
Tuttle,  Lucius 
Ulman,  William  Curtis 
Underwood,  Henry  Oliver 
Van  Nostrand,  Alonzo  GifFord 
Varnum,  John  Marshall 
Vaughan,  Farncis  Wales 
Vorenberg,  Simon 
Wales,  George  Canning 
Walker,  Mrs.  Susan  White  Seaver 
Warren,  Albert  Cyrus 
Warren,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Bennett 
Warren,  Samuel  Mills 
Washburn,  Henry  Stevenson 
Way,  Charles  Granville 
Webster,  Everett  Bertram 
Weeks,  Andrew  Gray 
Weeks,  Warren  Bailey  Potter 
Welch,  Charles  Alfred 
Weld,  Aaron  Davis 
*Weld,  Mrs.  Eliza  Gore 
Weld,  George  Walker 


Wells,  Benjamin  Williams 
Wells,  Samuel 
Wentworth,  Arioch 
West,  Charles  Alfred 
Weston,  Thomas 
Wheeler,  George  Henry 
Wheelwright,  Henry  Augustus 
Wheelwright,  John  William 
Whidden,  Renton 
White,  Charles  Goddard 
White,  Miss  Gertrude  Richardson 
White,  McDonald  Ellis 
*Whitman,  Henry 
Whitney,  David  Rice 
Whitney,  James  Edward 
Whitney,   Mrs.   Margaret  Foster 

Green 
Whittemore,  Henry 
Whittier,  Albert  Rufus 
Wilder,  Herbert  Augustus 
Williams,  David  Weld 
Williams,  Henry  Bigelow 
Williams,  Jacob  Lafayette 
Williams,  Moses 
Williams,  Robert  Breck 
Williams,  Miss  Ruth 
Williams,  Stephen  Henry 
Williamson,  Robert  Warden 
Winkley,  Samuel  Hobart 
Winthrop,  Thomas  Lindall 
Wolcott,  Mrs.  Edith  Prescott 
Wolf,  Bernard  Mark 
Woodman,  Stephen  Foster 
Wright,  Frank  Vernon 
Young,  William  Hill 


♦  Deceased. 


No.  1441. 


€ommoni»£altl)  of  iHassadjusctts. 


^e  it  UnotDil  that  whereas  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Curtis  Guild, 
John  Ward  Dean,  Dorus  Clarke,  Samuel  M.  Quincy,  Wil- 
liam S.  Appleton,  Thomas  Minns,  Henry  F.  Jenks,  John 
T.  Hassam,  and  Dudley  R.  Child,  have  associated  themselves 
with  the  intention  of  forming  a  corporation  under  the  name  of 

Cl^e  l3ojstontan  ^octet^, 

for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  study  of  the  history  of  Boston,  and 
the  preservation  of  its  antiquities,  and  have  complied  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Statutes  of  this  Commonwealth  in  such  case  made 
and  provided,  as  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  President, 
Treasurer  and  Directors  of  said  corporation,  duly  approved  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Corporations  and  recorded  in  this  office ; 

Moto,  ©bctefore,  2F>  Henry  B.  Peirce,  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  Bo  ^crcbp  certifp  that  said  Thomas  C. 
Amory,  Curtis  Guild,  John  Ward  Dean,  Dorus  Clarke, 
Samuel  M.  Quincy,  William  S.  Appleton,  Thomas  Minns, 
Henry  F.  Jenks,  John  T.  Hassam  and  Dudley  R.  Child, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  legally  organized  and  estab- 
lished as  and  are  hereby  made  an  existing  corporation  under  the 
name  of 

€fjc  2B>ojeftonian  ^octctp, 

with  the  powers,  rights  and  privileges  and  subject  to  the  limitations, 
duties  and  restrictions,  which  by  law,  appertain  thereto. 


QlSEttllC£(E(  my  official  signature  hereunto 
subscribed  and  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  hereunto  affixed,  this  second 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  one. 

[Signed] 

HENRY   B.  PEIRCE, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 


BOSTONIAN   SOCIETY. 


ORGANIZED    TO  PROMOTE    THE  STUDY  OF   THE  HISTORY   OF   BOSTON 
AND    THE   PRESERVATION  OF  ITS   ANTIQUITIES. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. 

OBJECTS. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  members,  so  far  as  may  be  in  their  power,  to 
carry  out  the  objects  of  the  Society,  by  collecting,  by  gift,  loan,  or  pur- 
chase, books,  manuscripts,  and  pictures,  and  by  such  other  suitable  means 
as  may  from  time  to  time  seem  expedient. 

11. 

MEMBERS. 

The  members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  shall  be  such  persons,  either 
resident  or  non-resident  in  Boston,  as  shall,  after  having  been  proposed  and 
accepted  as  candidates  at  any  regular  monthly  meeting  by  the  Directors, 
be  elected  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting. 

III. 

HONORARY   AND   CORRESPONDING   MEMBERS. 

Honorary  and  Corresponding  members  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
Directors,  and  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting.  They  may  take  part  in  the  meetings  of  the  Society, 
but  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote. 

IV. 

ADMISSION   FEE   AND   ASSESSMENTS. 

Each  member  shall  pay  five  dollars  at  the  time  of  his  or  her  admission, 
and  five  dollars  each  first  day  of  January  afterwards,  into  the  treasury  of 
the  Society  for  its  general  purposes ;  provided,  however,  that  no  person 
joining  the  Society  on  or  after  the  first  day  of  October  in  any  year  shall  be 
required  to  pay  an  additional  assessment  for  the  year  commencing  on  the 
first  day  of  January  following. 

If  any  member  shall  neglect  to  pay  his  or  her  admission  fee  or  annual 
assessment,  for  three  months  after  the  same  is  due,  he  or  she  shall  be 
liable  to  forfeit  his  or  her  membership  at  any  time  when  the  Directors  shall 
so  order. 
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The  payment  of  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  in  any  one  year  by  any  member 
of  the  Society  shall  constitute  him  or  her  a  life  member  of  the  Society ;  life 
members  shall  be  free  from  assessments,  and  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  annual  members.  The  money  received  for  such  life  member- 
ship shall  constitute  a  fund,  of  which  not  more  than  twenty  per  cent., 
together  with  the  annual  income,  shall  be  spent  in  any  one  year. 

V. 

CERTIFICATES. 

Certificates  signed  by  the  President,  and  the  Clerk,  shall  be  issued  to 
all  persons  who  have  become  life  members  of  the  Society. 

VI. 

MEETINGS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  January,  and  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
every  month,  excepting  June,  July,  August  and  September,  at  such  time 
and  place  as  the  Directors  shall  appoint.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called 
by  the  Clerk,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Directors. 

At  all  meetings  ten  members  shall  be  a  quorum  for  business.  All  Com- 
mittees shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

VII. 

OFFICERS. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  nine  Directors,  a  President,  a  Clerk, 
and  a  Treasurer.  The  Directors,  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  shall  be  chosen  by 
ballot  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  and  shall  hold  office  for  one  year, 
and  until  others  are  duly  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

The  President  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  from  their 
number,  at  their  first  meeting  after  election,  or  at  any  adjournment  thereof. 

The  offices  of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  may  be  held  by  the  same  person. 

VIII. 

VACANCIES. 

Any  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  or  the  office  of  Clerk  or 
Treasurer,  may  be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  at  any  regular 
meeting  of  the  Society,  by  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present 
and  voting. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Clerk  at  any  meeting  of  the  Society,  a  Clerk 
pro  tempore  shall  be  chosen. 

IX. 

NOMINATING   COMMITTEE. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  in  December,  a  Nominating  Committee  of  five 
persons  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  report  at  the  annual  meeting  a  list  of 
candidates  for  the  places  to  be  filled. 
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X. 

PRESIDING    OFFICER. 

The  President,  or  in  his  absence  one  of  the  Directors,  shall  preside  at 
all  meetings  of  the  Society.  In  the  absence  of  all  these  officers,  a  Presi- 
dent ^rt*  tempore  shall  be  chosen. 

XI. 

DUTIES   OF   THE   CLERK. 

The  Clerk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

He  shall  notify  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  He  shall  keep  an  exact 
record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  its 
Directors. 

He  shall  conduct  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Society,  and  place 
on  file  all  letters  received. 

He  shall  enter  the  names  of  members  systematically  in  books  kept  for 
the  purpose,  and  issue  certificates  of  life  membership. 

The  Clerk  shall  have  such  charge  of  all  property  in  the  possession  of  the 
Society  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  delegated  to  him  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

He  shall  acknowledge  each  loan  or  gift  that  may  be  made  to  and 
accepted  in  behalf  of  the  Society. 

XII. 

DUTIES   OF   THE    TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  shall  collect  all  moneys  due  to  the  Society,  and  pay  all 
bills  against  the  Society,  when  approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

He  shall  keep  a  full  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  in  a  book 
belonging  to  the  Society,  which  shall  always  be  open  to  the  inspection  of 
the  Directors ;  and  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January  he  shall  make  a 
written  report  of  all  his  doings  for  the  year  preceding. 

The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  with 
one  surety,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

xni. 

DUTIES   AND   POWERS   OF   DIRECTORS. 

The  Directors  shall  superintend  and  conduct  the  prudential  and  execu- 
tive business  of  the  Society ;  shall  authorize  all  expenditures  of  money ; 
fix  all  salaries ;  provide  a  common  seal ;  receive  and  act  upon  all  resigna- 
tions and  forfeitures  of  membership,  and  see  that  the  By-Laws  are  duly 
complied  with. 

The  Directors  shall  have  full  power  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
lease  of  the  rooms  in  the  Old  State  House,  made  with  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  to  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  required  in  the  premises. 


66 

They  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  April,  make  a  careful  comparison 
of  the  articles  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  with  the  list  to  be  returned 
to  the  City  of  Boston  under  the  terms  of  the  lease,  and  certify  to  its 
correctness. 

They  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society. 

The  Directors  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  such  sub-committees  as 
they  deem  expedient. 

In  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Clerk  or  Treasurer,  they  shall 
have  power  to  choose  a  Clerk  or  Treasurer  pro  tempore  till  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Society. 

XIV. 

MEETINGS   OF   THE   DIRECTORS. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  on  the  day  previous  to 
the  regular  meetings  of  the  Society,  at  an  hour  to  be  fixed  by  the  President. 
Special  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
appoint;  and  a  majority  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  business. 

XV. 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint  two 
Directors,  who,  with  the  President,  shall  constitute  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  to  examine,  from  time  to  time,  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer;  to  audit  his  accounts  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  to  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  proposed  expenditures  of  money. 

XVI. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint  five 
standing  committees,  as  follows  :  — 

Committee  on  the  Rooms. 

A  committee  of  seven  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the 
Rooms,  of  which  the  President  and  Clerk  of  the  Society  shall  be  members 
ex-officiis,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the  Rooms 
(except  books,  manuscripts,  and  other  objects  appropriate  to  the  Library, 
offered  as  gifts  or  loans)  ;  the  hanging  of  pictures,  and  the  general  arrange- 
ment of  the  Society's  collections  in  their  department. 

Committee  on  Papers. 

A  committee  of  three  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Papers, 
who  shall  have  charge  of  the  subject  of  papers  to  be  read,  or  other  exercises 
of  a  like  nature,  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Society. 
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Committee  on  Membership. 

A  committee  of  five  or  more  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on 
Membership,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  give  information  in  relation  to  the 
purposes  of  the  Society,  and  increase  its  membership. 

Committee  on  the  Library. 

A  committee  of  five  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the  Library,  including  the 
acceptance  or  rejection  of  all  books,  manuscripts,  and  other  objects  appro- 
priate to  the  Library,  offered  as  gifts  or  loans,  and  the  general  arrangement 
of  the  Society's  collections  in  their  department. 

Committee  on  Publications . 

A  committee  of  four  members  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Publica- 
tions, who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  publications  of  the  Society. 

These  five  committees  shall  perform  the  duties  above  set  forth,  under 
the  general  supervision  of  the  Directors. 

Vacancies  which  may  occur  in  any  of  these  conmittees  during  their 
term  of  service  shall  be  filled  by  the  President . 

xvn. 

AMENDMENTS   TO   BY-LAWS. 

Amendments  to  the  By-laws  may  be  made,  at  any  annual  meeting,  by 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting.  They  may  also 
be  made  by  the  like  vote  at  any  regular  meeting,  provided  notice  of  the 
same  be  contained  in  a  call  for  such  meeting  issued  by  the  Clerk,  and  sent 
to  every  member. 


